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CHUNGKING, China,
January 8, 1944,

Sir:

The-interesting statement tﬁat "Pi{betans are solldly

- behind the Central Government (of China) in the war of
- resistance” has just Deen made to the Central News Agency,

in a speclal interview, by a representative of the "Living -
Buddha" of ILabrang. A copy of the report of the interview

.+ I have the honour to transmit herewith. Labrang covers a
‘large area in the Chiness provinces of Chinghai, Kansu,
- Szechuan and Sikang. It does not cover any part of Tibet,

nor‘are the people concerned Tibetans. It is true that
the leader who talked with the Central News, "Command"
Huang Cheng-ching as they ¢all him, claimed that the . :
Chiamuyang "Living Buddba" had visited parts of Tibet and
the "border region" to preach the importance of the war of

‘resistance, and had obtained good results.

2, The problem of Tibet is a most'intefesting'one,land
' one to which I would like to have an oppar tunity to
give some stud The Chinese do not see that the attempt

“to compel the ¥ibetans'touaIIOW'bhamselves and their = -

‘country to be incorporated as an integral part of China is

- most definitely an act of aggression. On geveral occasions

vhen the pogsitlon of the British in India has been under

 _discussion, I have switched t o the subject of Tibet. My

)

' Chinese friends lmmed fatély have said, "Oh, that's different!®

And they caennot understend my obtusemess in persisting that
there are some elements in the two cases which are very

“parallel. They have taught t hemselves that China is a

peace loving country and that, being a peace loving country;__
none of her acts can be acts of aggression. Britain, on

-the other hand, 1s Imperialistic, and ths essence of -

Imperialism is aggression. This is not a pose. Tt 1s a

- conviction, -~ almost an obsession. The peacefulness of

China, the industry of China, the homour of China, the =
philosophy of China, the kindliness of China, the scholar-
ship of China, the art of Chima, are all things in which

_the edueated chinese ardent 1y believe. The humble farmer

and the coolie know nothing of any of them. . These swe tvo .
classes just see the rice bowl, sometimes filled, sometimes

empty, most often only partly filled, '

'3,  Peaceful as China believes herself to be, there 1s-no .

doubt that official China is determined to "swallow" -
Sinkieng, Tibet, Outer Mongolia, Kansu and Sikang, no o
matter what the people living in those reglons may feel

sbout the matter. The Chinese attitude is probably as

Secretary of State for External Affairs, -

fixed as, -and very similar to, that of Canadians when they
think of the Indians and the Esqhimo‘inithe far north. =
And, as such, it is quite understandable. S .
N AT I have the honour to be,
_ - 8ir, . - :
 Your;obedient Servant, -

. Department of External Affairs,

OITAWA, Canada.

Enecl,
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Ottawa, Maroh 7, 1949

Tt

A

Dear Mr. Xearney,

I have read with attention your despatch
No. 68 of February 10, disoussing the case of Communist
infiltration into Tibet, Nepal and Sikkim,

2. I confess that the report of Communiss in-
flusnces upon the lamaseries of Pibet is surprising.

In view, however, of the United States Ambassadort's
partial gorroboration of shis report, I should think
thers must be szome substance to i{t, partioularly sinoe
Mr, Henderson has recently paid a visit to Nepal, It
will, therefore, be greatly appreciated ir you will
sontinue to report to us on any further information
you may obtaln regarding Communist aotivities in Tibet.
Our Miseion in China has never been a very good source
of information about Tibet. ‘This 1s attributable to F
the faot that Chinese officials who go to Tibet are not
oongerned, on thelir return, in reporting accurately on
politiocal developments in that country. The Tibetans
who have reached Chungking and Nanking have some from
the Chinese Provinses of Chinghal and Sikang and have
been either in no position or of no mind to report on
politioal developments within Tibet proper.

o 3. -~ Inner Tibet, the domain of the Dalai lamas,

-7 whioh 1s ruled by priests and completely pervadad by
C(Lp¢ ’ religious influence, is certainly no natural exerclsing-
o ground for Communism. The lamas and nobles, whose grip

upon the coundry has go far, I believe, not been
loosened, would pro ¥ have no gompunation about
taking foroeful steps to suppress the growth of an i{dea
which would threaten the foundation of their absolute

L N N J g

J. Ds Kearney, Esq., K.C.,
High Commissioner for Canada,
NEW DELHI, Indisa.
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power. The uneducated peasants and herdsmen, quite
ignorant of the outside world,and, therefore, indifr-
ferent to progress, are likely to remsin eontent,

bamaism induces an attitude of plaociq acoeptance of
things as they are, I think that even the peasants
would tend to look suspiclously upon any teaching whioh
might upset eatablished religious heliers.%;

4, I imegine, however, that in duter>Tibet, whioh

- merges with the Chinese provinces of Chinghai and Sikang,
disturbing elements may be at work. Communiat influenced
Mongols may have penetrated Northern Tibet, which is
partlally Mongol-inhabited. The Mongols, however, being
nomadio, do not usually make Partioularly good disciples
of Marx. Nevertheless, there may be dissatisfied bands
Stirring up trouble, in an attenpt to make the monasteries
disgorge some of their wealth. Most of the Tibetan
Mongols are conoentrated in the province of Chinghai,
which the Chinese carved out of North East Tibet. There
the religious power is centred in the great monastery at
Kumbun, headed by the Panehen Lama, - The present Planchen
Lama 19 pretty closely under the thumb of General Ma pu-fang,
Chinese Moslem {Pungan) Governor of Chinghai. It has' not
yot become cleur what attitude the Chinase Moslems will
adopt towards their Gommunist compatriots.

5, The report of Mongol-Communist infiltration may

have referengce to Mongoliana studying Lamalsm as students

and novices in Tibetan monasteries. In 1920 there were

a4s many as 800 students from Mongolia in Tibetan lamasetries.
At thet time a Btrong eultural bond existed betwesn Tibet

and Mongolla. Relations have become iess cordial, however,
since the Soviet Union gained predominant influenge over
Quter Mongolia and began to diseourage Lamaism in that
gsountry, Nevertheless, a certain number of religious

studente from Outer Mongolia still come to Tibetan monasterties,
as do some "Buriat Mongols™ from the Trans-Baikal and Irkutsk
reglons in Siberia. It 1is thought that some of these atudents
may in reality he agents, whoee task it {5 both to spread

the 1dea of Communism in Tibet and %o take back reports about
the state of the ocountry, whieh has for long been well nigh
inacoessible to outsiders, With the Abbots having afrairs

80 well under control in Tibet, I d@oubt whether trouble-

mekers can achieve much headway yet. I should be glad,
however, to have further information on this subject,

LI I Y 3
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8. Tibet is, of course, remote from Canada. Our
interest in securing information about developments there
is partly out of politiogal curiosity, partly with a view
to determining the pattern for the spread of Communist
influence in Asia., We have taken the view that the
_Russian and Chinese Communists will, to some extent, be
competing for immediate influence among the non-Chinese
minorities within the extended boundaries of China, It
has been our view that there is likely to be a oertain
competition betwesen the two for control.

7. This has been a somewhat discursive letter, but
has besn written to indieate our appreciation for the
information you have sent us. -

Yours sincerely,

LEON MAYRAND
€ -'é/fa_a

Acting Under-Searetary of State
for External Affairs,



OFFICE OF THE
HIGH COMMT SSYONER FOR CANADA

" | ~ NEW DELHI, November 1, 1950,

- No. 482

Sir: ‘

~ In a recent despateh on Tivet I mentioned an
interview whioch the Prime Minister gave to Reuters' ghief
diplomatic correspondent in Srinagar last weekend,

2. 1 enclose coples of & 6lipping from yesterday's
Hindustan Times, whieh contailns a report of the interview
Whish took place in Srinager on October ¢, The Prinme
Minister is reported 0 have said t 8t 1t was 8t111 net
clear what the Chinese Governmentty rpal intentions are
Yowarda Tibet, ana to have remarked that thers are ecertain -
‘di sputed areas in castern Tibet where China haa been given
the right to station garrisons under the terms of formey
&gresnents, - R ,

the new régime in Chimg, FHe also suggested that “the _
surpent Ghinese polioy™ ig E;rhaps partly attributabls to
1tk g's polisy might not be

"lntrigues” in Tibet ainm at bringing Tibet into an antf-
Communist bloe or sphere of influencae. The Prime Minister
wondered whether these 8acusations, howsver unarolinded they -
might be, might not have influenced the Chinese decision

to move into Tibet,

4, . Reuters’ ohier diplamatio.oarrespondent is, I
underatand, Mr, Mangeau. My, Bridle met him in Lucknow

where he waga covering the I.P.R. fonference angd agein {n .
Delhi where he apent some time after the sonference ended,

A week ago Mr, Mengeau went to Srinagar to spend about two
weeks in Keshmir, He wag in Sripnagar when the Prime Minister
arrived last week-end on hie two-day visit ang thus wag

in a position to obtain the interview reported in thig
despatoh.

I have the honouy to be,
T
Your obadieﬁt 8ervant,

{Sgd.} Warwiex Chipmen,
Hlgh Commissioner,

The Secretary of State
for External Affairs,

Cttawa. : ‘ =n "
BN



FROM: THE HIGH COMMISSIGNER FOR CANADA, WEW DEIHI, INDIA
TC: THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, OTTAWA

SECRET

CYPHER - 0.7.P.

NO. 245
NEW DEIHI, November 7, 1950.

&/%/ " Secret. My telegram No. 234 of October 3lst, Tibet.

1. Indian Government are 1n communication with Lhasa but
factual information available at External 1s still limited.
They have had a report of Tibetan troops retreating from

Pemba east of Shobando towards Lhasa, which would indicate

lhodzong and Shobandc have fallen; also a report of a

Chinese patrol has been discovered to westward in Rudok,

south east of Leh.

2. Press report from Kelimpong, which may not be

reliable, says three Communists columns have been operailing

. from the east; that one has reached Gyentsa Dzong some

200 miles south west of Shobando and 90 miles east of Lhasa and
RO\ 1.7 1950 that advance units are in Reting, 60 miles north east of the

-J-QPL; . capital, These reporits also suggest a 4th column is moving

Do from Khotan in Sinkiang te approech Lhasa [rom the west,
ww;mib‘b;" 3. According to press, the Dalai Laema has made an
abortive effort to flee Lhasa, China has asked India to
withdraw her small outposts from Gyantse and Yatung, and
leader of Tibetan delegation has received no fresh ilnstructilons.
External say Dalal Lama is 1n Lhasa with no present intentions
of fleeing and that Natlopal Assembly is in emergeéncy session
/{ hgj%gbf there that India has received“eoj rg;eat no, approach from

!" China about her establishments in Tibet, and that Lhasa has

@ﬁ?s}” instructed delegation not repeat not to proceed.

HIGH COMMISSIONER
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HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR CANADA

New Delhi, November 14, 1950

; : SECRET :
N.’-/“f:t |
° “lo RR _ et 4

S Sir: yfk

;{//} / 9{9 During the past two wse n considering
H

¥
the Tibetan question, I have found i1t useful on occasion
Lo consult a volume entitled "Tibetan Préeis" by H.E.
nﬁif:—ﬁL Richardson, which waa printed by the Government of
India Press and published in New Delhi in 1848. T
understand this velume 1isg classified as secret; at -
hﬂf@%any rate, 1t Is for official use only. The Private
Secretary to the Secretary-General of the Ministry of
External Affalrs has been kind enough to make the volume
avallable to us and we are occasionally able to consult
. * it in his office.
aall 2. . : In addition to the terms of the Simla Con-
_ vention, the volume contains a description of the negotia-
'Y ' tlions leading up to the initialling of the Convention and
LA .of the aftermath. The greater part of the book is
e _ ‘taken up with an account of the recent history of Tibet
ey up to and including the last Great Wanr.

65{ - . ' Entlosed with the volume are a number of
;EQEE_W meps 1llustrating the text. From anocther source I
L have secured a copy of the first of these maps, which

s ie—ud ~  doss not bear any security marking and which is the
] "map referred tc in Article 9 of the Convention between
L Great Britain, China and Tibet, dated, the 3rd July,
Yo — 1914." 1 have made a tracing of the salient features
' _ of this map and enclose 1t herewith. The Importance
0y 27 1950 of the map lies in its delineation of the frontiers of
Tibet (chiefly as between Tibet and China) and of the
McMahon line which separates inner and ocuter Tibet, as
understood in the Treaty. You will notice that the
ares referred to a&s inner Tibet is considerably narrower
X

than the area shown on some othar_maps.

4. An interesting feature of the map,which I
have not reproduced, is that at the top in the centre there
are printed the words"(S.G.D.) A. Henry McMahon, British
Plenipotentiar?“, under which i1s s square containing
the word "geallt, Also at the top and over to the left
appear the words "Signature and seal of Tibetan Pleni-
potentlary" and a smaller square also containing the word
"Seal.” There 13 nc reference to the Chinese Pleni-
pPotentiary, nor is there any square for his seal. I
suppose that this means this copy of the map was one
which was "initialled" by the British and Tibetan re-
presentatives {respectively representing India and Tibet)
after the Chinese Government had refused to ratify the
% - Treaty. bur ot B 0E B
}'e\. . l :
Lo b - .
The 3ecretary of State
for External Affairs,
Cttawa.
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5. The terms of the Simla Gonvention are also,
I understand, summarized in a Treaty Series known as
"Altcheson's Treaties", I think the Simle Convention
is contained in Volume XIV or XV of the Series. The
United Kingdom High Commission hepe have promised to
lend me & copy of the relevant volume, but so far they
have not been able to send it to me as 1t 1s evidently
in fairly constant use.

6. , If you do not already have access to elther
of these books, I would suggest that you might find them
useful, particularly the "Tibetan Précis”. In addition
to the history, which helps to throw present developments
into perspective, it contains some quite revealing pass-
ages outllining the arguments of various representatives
when Tibetan #PPairs were under discussion, as well as
exiracts from statements in the British House of Commons,
and so on.

7. Incidental 1y the author of "Tibetan Précis",
Mr. H.E. Richardson, 1s the same Richardson who until
recently was India's representative in Lhassa. A short
time ago his place was taken by Mr. S. Sinha, an officer
of the Ministry of External Affairs. Mr. Richerdson
vho, of course, had represented India in Tibet under the
British régime, is now on his way to India. When I
last heard of his movements, he wasa in Gangtok. I
understand that he 1is shortly to go on leave prior to
retiremsnt. I would not be surprised if he came to
Delhi before going on leave. :

8. At the moment I am unable to secure coplea
of sither of the above volumes for you and I am doubtful
if I will be able to do so, particularly in view of the
"Tibetan Précis" being a classified docwment. It may
be, however, that our High Commissioner in London might
have access to the volumes.

9. I am sending coples of this despsteh to our
- High Commissionersa in London and Karacht.

I have the honour to be,
3Mp,
Your obedient servant,

O o e S T

High Commissioner

P.S. If'you should be able to secure copies of the above

volumes, I would be grateful if you would send me
coples, 1f at all possidble, _

-
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DUPLICATE

FROM: fThe High Commisslioner for Canada in India, New Delhi
THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, CANADA

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I encloss a copy of a communication addressed
to me by the Heads of the Tibetan Delegation in
Kalimpong. This ia the delegation that was about to
proceed to Peking.

2. In connection with the Tibetan appeal to the
United Nations, I may mention that Mr. Henderson,

the United States Ambasamdor, recently gave a Press
Conference in Caleutta. In the courase of his remarks

he used an expression which geemed to I1mply that the
United States at the Securlty Council would teke the
lins that the Counell counld not interfere. Subsequently,
he clarifised hias remarks a0 as to leave this peint open.
I enclose newspaper olippings of his two statements.

. I alac observeéﬁﬁn one of the newspapers
yesterday some statements of Mri EKenneth Younger which
seemed to take the line that as China was recogniged

a8 a sugerain, the Security Council could not Interfere.

A communication in the newspapera thls morning from
Lake Success conveys a pifferont impression.

4, I find it hard to sse how the queation of
sugerainty comes into the matter. First.of all the
Chiness never ratified the agreement by which Chinese
sugerainty but Tibetan sutonomy were agresed toc. In the
sscond place even 1f 1t had been agreed to, sugzerainty
is Bardly the ssme &8s sovereignty, particularly when
sutonomy 1s part of the bargain. In the third place,
if China owned Tibet, there would be no polnt In having
discussions with the Tibetans about mutual relations
and certainly no point in sending an army to conquer 1t.
The sending of an army is surely a confession that

the matter 1s not domestic. :

Se India may be in a special posltion, through
being a party to the original Treaty, though even at
that I should have thought some of the above
considerations would apply; but the great majority of
the membership of the Unlted Ketlions are free from

ény such embarrassmenta.

(8gd.) Warwick Chipman,
-High Commisaioner.

56
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CONFIDENTIAL

FROM: THE SECRETARY ONSTATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, CANADA

TT} THE CANADIAN AMBASSADOR WASHINGTON B.C.

.BEPEAT BY TELEGRAM TO IONDON

o /g///'r-- NOV 21 1950

Message To Be Sent

EN CLAIR
CODE
CYPHER A

Degree of Priority

ORIGINATOR

b33 { - AR ee

R.E. Collins/ed
TTyped: e

Div. Ame& F,E Div.

Local Tel. ..2991

o 2. o

TYPed: .olvisimerissssns s i s g

................... Date . }f

For Communications Office Use Only

gENT-- NOV 211850

£x-23¢§ £~ November 28, 1950

Is This Message
Likely To Be Published -

Yes ( ) rgo(/

" Internal Distributio

Copies Referred Tol

.externsal affairs.

TIOII@ .ovvverereraresamamsassstnmssrastamningens

Date ....

40-P-274-100M

TIBET.

In view of the possibility that the problem
of Tibet may Dbe diacussed in the United Nations,
a memorandum on the international status of Tibet
has been prepared in the Legal Division. A copy .
is being forwarded for your informetion by bag.

The concluding peragraph reads as follows:

"The question is, should Canada consider. Tibet

to be an independent state, a véssal of China, or an

integral portion of China. It is submitted that the |

Chinese claim to sovereignty over Tibet is not well

founded. Chinese suzerainty, perhaps existent, though

ilil-defined, before 1911, appears since then, on the
basis of facts available to us, to have bsen & mere
fiction. In fact, it appears that during the past 40
years Tibet has controlled its own internal and
Viewing the sgituation thus, I am

of the opipion, thaw Pivet is, from the point of view
et 1;‘."\

-oflinternational law, qualified for reeognition as an

independent sta%é i

2. I% would be apnreciated if you could obtain
informetion on the U.o:}?fiié‘;a)r‘egarding the legal
gstatus of Tibet and its relationship to poasible

action in the United Nations.
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CONFIDENTIAL

RNAL AFFAIRS, CANADA

TO: .THE CHATRMAN, CANADIAN DEIEGATION.TQ THE UNITED NATTONS.GENERAL....

ASSEMBLY, NEW YORK

Message To Be Sent

EN CLAIR
CODE
CYPHER

Degree of Priority

X

ORIGINATOR
R.E.Collins/ed
TYPEA! ot rirrsnes

APPROVED BY

Sig.

Is This Message
Likely To Be Published

Yes ( ) No { }

Internal Distribution

........... xAC W
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40-P-274-100M

Fu

No. o] Date 2! \ For Communications Office Use Only
Your telegram No. 436 of November 18. Tibet.
1. We are forwarding by bag copies of a memorandum -

prepared in the Legal Division regarding the status
of Tibet, the concluding paragraph of which reads as
follows: | _

"The question is, should Canada consider Tibet
to be an independent state, a vassal of China, or &an
integral portion of China., It 1s submitted that the
Chinese claim to sovereignty over Tibet is not well
founded. OChinese suzerainty, perhaps existent, though
ill-defined, before 1911, appears since then, on the
bagis of facts available to us, to have been & mere
fietion. In fact, it appears that during the past 40
years Tibet has controlled its own internal and external
affairs. Viewing the situation thus, I am of the
opinion that Tibet is, from the point of view of
international law, qualified for recognition as an
independent state.”

2. We are requesting the Canadian High Commissioner's

office in London end the Canadian Embassy in Washington

to let us have any information they may be able to

¢! . .
obltaﬂrﬂ regarding U.K. and U.S. views on this question.

L
-
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TIZ STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE OF

TIBET

OZJECT

1. (1) To examine the statezic importance of Tibet,

(b) To assess the possibility of communist agzression in
Tibet and the methods by which it might take place.

'
&
1



SECRET
Definition
2. Tibet, for the purpose of this paper, excludes Chinghai and
Sikeng,
Iocation, {See Figure 1)

3 Tibet is bounded on the north by Sinkiang, on the north-east
by Chinghai, on the east by Sikang, on the west by Kashmir and on the
south by India, Napal, Bhutan and Siklkin,

Accessibility

Ly Land commnications between Tibet and adjoining countries are
poor because of the mountainous character of the borders,

5e Along the southern border of Tibet the routes from Kashmir,"
Nepal, Bhutan, Sikkim and Indie consist of tracks. A few cen be used
by pack animals; on the others porterage is the only means of tranaport
They are lisble to be blocked by snow for varying periods between
September and June; the route from Kslimpong is the best in this res-
pect, and is rarely blocked for more than a few months in the year,

6. Connections with China are as poor as those with southern Agia
and follow high passes most of which are over 15,000 ft,

7. Connections can be made with Mongolia and Sinkiang by way of
Hsi-ning, capital of Chinghai {Tsinghai), There is no direct route
from Sinkiang across northern Tibet,

Geography

8. Tibet consists of lofty plateaux bounded on the north by the
Kuen Lun and Altyn Tagh Mountains and on the south by the Himalaya
Mountains, The area of the country is approximately 470,000 square

miles,

9, Geographically Tibet may be divided into two areas:

(2) The Northern Plateau (Chang~tang), extending from
80 to 92 degrees east longitude, This region has
an elevation of 16,000 feet upward,

(b} - ‘The valley of the Tsang-po River and its tributaries,
{Chinghai and Sikang are cut into deep valleys by the
Yangtze and several other rivers,)

10, On the Northern Platesu precipitation is light, probably about
3% The mean July temperature is sbout 40°F, but noon temperatures
average about 70°F, The mean July temperature is approximately OCF,
with extremes as low as -40°F, Zlsevhere summers are warmer » the
wrinters are less rigorous and the precipitation is greater., At Lhasa
the July mean is 629F., the January mean 270F,, and the precipitation
10 to 20 inches,
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PQLITICAL FACTORS

govermment Structure

11, The spiritual and temporal spheres of authority are combined

in a theocracy under the Dalal Lama, who is believed by Tibetans to be
a reincarnation of a Buddha and who resides in a monastery-palace in Lhasa,
The administrative system is maintained chiefly through the local
authority of the wide-sproad monasteries, which are linked togeother

by a common veneration for the person of the Dalzi Lama, Sonior ad-
ministrative officials are drawn from the lay nobility snd from the
monasteries, Under the Dalai Lama's authority there is a Grand Council
of three larymen and one monk, while there slso exists a National
Assenmbly attended by all hish ecclesiastical and lay offieinls, This
body is responsible for selectinz a Regent during the minority of the
Dalai Lama. A Rerent is preseutly holdiny office in Tibet,

12, Ranking hicher ecclesiastically than the Dalai Lama, and of%en
competing with "im for power, is the Panchen Lama hut his setual
authority in Tibet has traditionally been limited to the area around
his own monastery at Shigatse, Tha present Panchen Lama, who is also
a minor, has been living in the monasterv of Kumbum in Chinzhai, He
has now been taken "under the protection' of the Chinese Communist

authorities.

Stability of the Government

13. The administration of the Dalai Lama, althouzh loose in
structure, has zreat moral authority, Tibet has ocessionally sufferad
from internal strife but the preseat regency, which was established in
1333 in 2 periocd of political disorganization followinz the deatn of
the thirtesnth Dalal Lama, has solidified its position duriaz the en-
suing years, The administration was able to put down a revolt by the
powerful Sera Che Monastery in 1945-1947; this revolt is beliszved to
have been fomented by the Chinese Resident in Lhasa. It is not con=-
sidered that the presant administration could be overthrown b any in-
ternal force without outside assistance,

14, In the eastern part of the country the hold of the Tibatan
zovernment is not so strong bacause of the lack of defined boundaries
with the Chinese provinces of Chinghai and Sikang and because of the
influence of the Panchen Lama, who has been livine in that region during
his minority under the domination first of the Chinese moslems and,

more recently, of the Chinese communists, There have also been raports
of activity by Adissident nomad bands in this rergion, '

Communism

15, It is considered that Communist ideas have not panetrated to

any significant desree into the vpriestly state of Tlbat, whers even the
peasant population would look with suspicion upon any teaciiine which would
tend to upset the established order of things; an attack on the zovern-
ment would be regardad 3s an sttack upon religion., There have baen

9
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Tsports, however, that Communist-influenced llongols have penetrated
into northern I'ibet, which is partly inhabitad by Mongols., The
stron? card held by the Chinese Communists is their tutelaze over
the young Panchen Lama, in whose naune they have declared their
readiness to "liberata® Tibet,

Morglg

16, ~ Tibetan leaders, rather unrealistieally in view of the foreces
and material at their disposal, have asserted their deteraination to
resist aggression from any quarter. It is possible that some Tibetan
leaders hold a somewhat naive view of their ability to maintain the
intezrity and indesendence of Tibet, because of the tradition of
Tibetan independence which hags baen preserved in the past by the in-
accessinility of the country and the protective intersst of the
United Xinzdom zovernment, Therc have bean reports receatly that

a weakenine of resolution his occurred, in the face of threats of
invasion and intensified pressure from communist China, and that a
settlement by negotiation may not be impossible,

Bxternal elations

17, China has claimnegd suzerainty over Tibet since 1751, However,
the claim has, in effect, besn only nominal and the country has
maintained itself in isolation an® autonomy for a considerable period,
Tibet was able to maintain its antonomy before the Jreat ar largely
because of the desire of the Tnited Kinzdom government that Tibet
shouls be maiatained ss g friendly buffer state betwyeen India and

Russia,

13, In 1912, the new Chiness Republic reasserted the Chinese
¢claim with the declaration that Tibzt wouls; e TUtare, Mcome
within the sphere of internal adrinistratIon. " ThHis declaration

7as repudiated by the Tnited Kingdom povernment which, while re-
cognigzing the suzerain right of China in Tibet, would not recognize
the rizht of China to intervene actively in Tibet's internal ad-
ministration, This position was reiterated to the Chinese Government
by the United Kingdom Covernment in 1943, China and the United
Kingdom wers naver able to reach forial accord over the status of
Tibet. :

12, Since aranting indenendence to India, the United finzdom
interest in Tibat has become less dirset. The Iodian ~overnment,
howevar, which maintains g representative in Lhasa, hag followad
the traditional United Kingdom policy of recogniziny Chinese
suzerainty, as lonz as thsre is no interference in lnternal Tibetan
affairs, but has not siomn the same firmnesss,

20, The Chiness claim will probably bs vressed more vizorously
by the Peking overament, whoss leadsr has invitad the Tibstans to
becoms "members of the bis family of unified, prosperous Chingh,
and iatimated that the People's Liberation Army stands ready to

facilitate the family's reunion, In the face of this invitation,
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Tibet appealed for aid to the United Kingdom, the United States and
India and indicated its intention to send delegations to the Uniteq
Kingdom and United States and to seek membership in the United
Nations,

21, The United Kingdom discouraged the sending of a Tibetan
mission and took the attitude that it vies unreslistic for Tibet to
attempt to gain entrance to the United Nations, The United Kingdon
government indicated that its policy toward Tibet was unchanged but
it could not hold out any hope of direct assistance,

22, It is understood that the United States government adopted
a similar line to that of the United Kingdém,

23, India, not wishing to have a communist state upon its border,
has a more direct concern in events in Tibet, The Indian government
has intimated to the Feking government that Chinese action agailnst
Tibet would have an adverse effect upon Indian~Chinese relations,

Thile it is not considered likely that the Indian government would

be prepared to give mich more than moral support to Tibet, if that
country should be invaded by Chinese Communist forces, MAO Tse~tung
might be restrained from taking forceful action by a desire to maintain
good relations with India,

2, The P:king Government recently agreed to enter in discussions
with the Tibetan Government about the future political status of Tibet,

Tibetan Government despatched some time ago to try to forestall invasion
by negotiating with Paking outside Chiness territory. The first stages
of the discussion have been teking place in New Delhi and it was reported
on 25 October, that the Tibetan delegation, oh Chinese ingistence,

left for Peking to resume negotiations there about rmid~November, If a
settlement should ultimately be negotiated, it would preswnably entail

a retreat from the originel Tibetan position since it is unlikely that
Peking would be willing to accept Tibetan claims to what is in effect
complete autonomy, It is possible that the conclusion of & settlement
resulting in the loss of Tibetan autonomy would cause the Dalai Lamg

Peling Government expressing the concern of India, Burma and Hapal over
the invasion reports and hoping that the nepotistions would not be
abandoned,




ECONQUMIC FACTORS

25, Tibet's population is estinated at 1% to 2 million peopla,

The inclusion of Chinghai ans Sikang Provinces woulAd increase it

by 2 million, Of the 2 million Tibetan-speaking peoplaes the great-

est concentration is in the Tsang-Po (Bralmaputra) River valley.

Lhasa itcelf has an estimated 50,000 pezople., The balance of the
population is made up of itinerant Hontols on Pilrrimage to Lhasa;
Chinese, Turkis, Rhutaneso and ¥opall traders who mjoy sxtra-territorial
‘rights, and Ladakhi Hoslems, Thers ars probably uot mora than four .
occldentals - two ritish radio operators and two &ustrian rsfurces,

26, lama 3uddhism 1+ th3 pradominaat iafluence in Tibetan socicty
with a sixth of the total mal. population in monastic orders. This
theocratic dominance has resulted in a rigid social stratification,
and althouzh Lana Buddhism has given the people 2 geatle, kindly,
happy-go-lucky philosophy it has undoubtedly stifled matorisl prosress,
While nobl:s ars more powerful than most Lama priests, the priassthood
is the largest and most important class, It ig strangely democratic in
that monks of humblo peasant origin may rise to positions of high
ecclosiastic and thus state anthority, The nobility is small, wealthy
and composcd of landed feoudal lords and the relatives of present or
pravious Dalai and Panchen lamas, MNobles regard governmant service

as an otlization for which the rewards are power and parquisite, Of
the tradin: clsss many are of forelen origin, Tenant farners comprise
th: majority of the peasant class. Thore are larze numbars of nomads
aind 2cually numerous brizands, mutually indistinguishable,

27, The Tibstan economy is primarily pastoral and agrieultural,
Theoeratic conscrvatism, eeographic isolation and a hostils rhysical
environment while pronoting sconomic self-safficiency have praventaed
any major aconomic developmaent,

28, dnimal profucts are Tibot's most important economic rasourea,

Herds of yak, cattle, poniss and flocks of sheep and soats are grazaed

at altitudes above tha cultivation lins gnd provide wool, hiles and butter,
hoth for human coasumption and for rolisious purnoses, and dried yak dung
is the universal fuel, Musk and dear horns ara important wild animal Pro-
ducts,

29, Cereals are grovn in river vallevs with an e2lovation of lauss
than 14,000 fiet, 2arley is the chiar erop but wheat and buckwheat grow
at lower altitudes .

30, Mo adecuatoa survey has been made of mineral resources but
deposits of unascartainsd value have beon discovared, Superstition and
corvéa labour have seriously retarded the oxploitation of those re-
sources, Gold, silver, ¢ouper, iron, load and sulphur are known to
exist. (Chiashai Province producss 1500 tons of coal por amnum, 4
petroleum gurvey by the Chinese goverament has discoversd tha nrisance
of oil in undisclosad quantities in both Chinghai and Sikang Provinces, )

21, Tibet's manufactures are linited to an arsenal produciny small
arms and z 2ritishezgquinned aint,both in Lhasa, {Sikans, which nroduces
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blanksts, paver, pottery, wood alecohol and g#ods in small quantities,
has an undoveloped hydro-gclectric potantial,)

2. India acts as middloman in the trade of Tibet and accaepts
wool, yak tails, musk and hides in exchanra for sotten goods, hard-
ware, tovaceco, rice and miscollaneous domestic articlas, To Uhina,
Tibet sxports 3011 dust, wool, furs, musk an? desr horns (used
madicinally), In axehanze Tibat buys hrick tea as woll as fabrics
ard matches, It is siznificant that the overlant trade route ba-
twesa China and Tibet is so poor and has been so banditeriddea that
the soa rout: via India hag carriead the bulk o® the trade., Inturaal
trade is done by barter, Owin: to Iibet's favourable trade balanca
with India the rupes has bacome thy standard of uxchange,
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33, The only mothod of travel in Tibet is by animal or foot,
Tibot is conneetad with India, Nepal, Bhutaa and Sikkim by two main
- routes and govoral subsidiary roatos. The main routes ara as
followsas

(a} Tho route from aartok, in the extreme west of Tibet,
via Leh to Srinagar in Kashmir, This route is passable throuzhout
most of the year,

' (%) The route from Gyantse via th2 Chumbi Valloy to
Kalimpony in Sikkim, and on to Darjeelinz, For part of the wmay
there are two altarnate tracks, via the Matu and Jalep passes,

The routes into China are:

(c) A maia routs through Gyamda to Shiamdo which splits into
two ‘livisions:

(1) OGne route lcads to K'anz-ting, capital
of Eikane, )

(1i) The other rung soutneast to Batang and
thea cast to K'ang~ting, It is believad
that this route is onun most of tho yoar,
thoush it crosses seversl high passes,

(d}) An alternative routa to Shina runs north to Nagchuka,
then swings northeastward to Jyskundo, and from there southeast
throuzh Kanetzu, aftsr which it joins tha other route to K'ans-ting,
Fiis route is lon~ar than (e}, Thers is also a route from Jyckundo
to Hsi-ning, -

Coamunication

34, A telegranh linz connects Lhasa with India via the main trade
routs (33b), The Gyantse~Lhags section is under Tibetan control,
Tibet's only telephone conncets the Potala (the residence of the
Dalai Lama) with the Post Office in Lhasa,

3s. A dail postal servics maiatainod by runners links Darjecling
with Lhasa, '

36, Radio transmission and ‘monitorinz by short vive is effected by
an Englishman operating as AS4YN in Lhasa, A Sacond monitoring station
is oporated in Chiamdo in Sikang by an ox-RAF radio opsrator, Several
hizh offieials in Lhasa operata recciving seots given them by the British
iiigsion of '1936-37, :
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ARMED FORCES
Army

37, The Tibetan Army numbers approxinetcly 10,000 and

consists of some 15 Infantry Regiments and an Artillery Company,

The main force - some 4 to 6 thousand - ig located in the castern

border areas, Available recruits are estimated at 20,000, Equipment

consists of small arms and a few 2,7" guns, all of which are obsolete and _
of varied patterns and makes, The troops are poorly trained and of low morale,

Air Operations

38, Although environmental factors do not preclude air
operations, they would severely restrict them, Even following

river valleys as a means of ingress and egress (as ig done in the

Yukon) would be hazardous, Bolivian aircraft operated from airfields
at an elevation of 12,000 feet during the Chaco dispute with Paraguay in
the 1930's, but aircraft then used daid not have the high wing loading
of modern zircraft, Fighter operations and photo roconnaissance

would be possible, Jet-assisted take-off oy long take-off runs could
help to overcoms the disadvantage of altitude in Tibet., It would be
necessary to construxt airfields as thers are none at present,

39, The types of operations which would suffer most would be
transport and bombing (becsuse of restriction of pay-load) and
commuinications and army sir observation posts (because of the low
celling of the light aircraft used for such rurposes). The use of
airborne troops, especially paratroopers, would be fraught with
serious difficulties in oxygen problems and rapld descent due to
rarified dtmosphere, '

10 -
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CONCLUSIONS
Strategic Impqgggggg_
40, From a review of the foregoing factors, it ialconsidered.

that China would gain little in an economic sense from the control

of Tibet, I% would also make no substantial gain in military manpower .
{of which it already has a surplus) or in military equipment, In
additlon, if a serious attempt were made to occupy the country and

to govern it as an integral provinece of China, problems of supply and
adninistration mizht be a drain on Chinese resources, Tibet would

not be particularly useful as an air base because of its high altitude,

The moantainous character of its territory and the proverty of its

land communications would make it virtuaelly useless as a military

base or a jumping-off place for ground onerations against India,

LY, By controlling Tibet, China would gain the followlng advantages:

(a) It would not only enhance MAO Tse-Tung's prestige in China
but would tend to inecrease his stature as the leader of
communism in Asia,

(b) It would facilitate commnist infiliration into India,
partienlarly through ladalh, a part of Kashmir, which is
culturally and ethnically Tibetan, Indla, because of
its economic conditions, provides a potentially fertile
fleld for communism,

(c) It would strengthen ¥AO's hand when dealing with Nehru,
Constant pressure would be maintained against India from
Chinese-controlled Tibet by the threat of arms smggling,
the despatch of agents an¢ provicateurs and the employment
of the customary apparatus of communist underground activity
against neighbouring non~commmnist states,

(d) It would serve to divert Chinese popular interest away
from Formosa if the widely talkedeof Chinese communist
attack on that place mhould now be considered too risky
to be undertaken,

A2 The chief strategic importance of control of Tibet by the
Chinese would therefore be political,

Posgibility and Methods of Comminist Ageression

43, It is evident that the Peking Government desires to establish
effective control of Tibet. Apart from open invasion, the following
methods of achieving this purpose are avallable:

(a) Negotiations with the Tibetan Government accompanied
by various forms of economic and military pressure
dasigned to secure en agreement conceding a greater
degree of coutrol than theoretical suzerainty,

(b) The provision of backing for the Panchen Lama and his
supporters (ths monks in exile) to secure control of
Tibet, by eivil war, if necessary,

(c) ‘eakening the control of the Tibetan Government through
‘the encouragement of dissident monasteries, such as the
- Sera Che Monastery,
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Of the methods mentioned above, (a) is alvesdy in progress, The
other two require more time and are considered less likely,

L. In congidering the invasion of Tibet, the Peking Government
would be guided by the following factors, Ample and fully-~equipped

: Chinese forces are available for the invasion of Tibet, There are

x some 20,000 troops of the First Field Army availably to the north of
Tibet, some 40,000 from the same army to. the northeast, (under General
PENG Tehe~huei) and up to 80,000 troops of the Second Field Army to the
east (under General LIU Po-Cheng), Against this, Tibet hes approximately
10,000 poorly-trained and badly-equipped troops, incapable of offering
serious resistance, Climatic considerations make an open invasion.
of Tibet improbable, althoush not impossible, during the vinter, A4s
Tibet has no international status, United Nations action in the event
of a Chinese attack would be improbable, India, the only power in a
position to attempt active counter-measures, has already indicated that
it would not tale military action,

L5, It may thercfore be concluded that the Peking Government is in
a favourable position to establish control of Tibet, either by indirect
means or by open invasion, and that the only influence restraining

MAQ Tse-tung from direct action against Tibet is his desire to maintain
good relations with India, 1If rolations between India ang China worsen
and other moans of obtaining control fail, Chinese invasion of Tibet will
become virtually certain,
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SECRET

FROM: OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR CANADA IN INDIA

TO: THE UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, CANADA

..............................................................................

................................................................................

e The attached eopy of a Memorandum, based
] on & rapid viewing of a thirteen-page summation of
ey recent events in Tibet as interpreted by Prince Peter
f of Greece and Denmark -- an observer who seems
: singularly well qualified -- may prove of interest to
you., I may say that I have no certain knowledge of
Prince Peter!s outlook or connections beyond that
St¥ 1A% 751 given.

2. One feature of the information that it

contains that is, perhaps, of special interest,
Copies Referred concerns the observer's report that the returning
Torevieenvneannn. Tibetan Treaty delegates had indicated that they did

et saseeiianaa, not really wish to sign the "Treaty for the Pesceful
................. Liberation of Tibet" without prior approval from the
................. Dalai Lama., That they were persuaded to sign in
................. spite of their misgivings might, if true, be taken
................. at some later date to be grounds for #oiéing the
Agreement because of duress.,

3e The somewhat nebulous usefulness of

this might, however, be rendered even less valuable
should the Dalal Lama feel constrained to ratify the
action of his delegates. We have seen a PTI-Reuter’'s

report from Washington, dated July 19, iniwhich =z

No. of Enclosures State Department official Is said to have denied that
o the Dalal Lama was thinkingaof repudlating the
{’x} ......... Treaty. It may well be that His Holimess will, in

the end, aceord ratificatien to the instrument.
Indeed, short of fleeing the country (which from all
indica%ions would appear to be most diffiecult to
accomplish) it is not easy to see how the Dalal Lama
would be able to resigt Chinese pressure, even if he
wished to do S0, On the other hand, it 1s not

impossible that the Chinese would prefer to be rid

Post File of the Dalal Lama So that they might instal the
14-60 Panchen Lama in the seat of supreme authority from
No..ooolveniinniis whieh he would be empowered to give full effect teo
the Treaty. In any case, it seems safe to assume
¢c: London that, for many years to come, some Tibetan leaders
Karachi will be eager to refute the Treaty should the
factual situstion make that physically practicable.
]i‘b s Wikl 3"' l it L, The above observations may have some
relevance in your assessment of the comments in
e z)'y"",p; \
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Canada House's letters Nos, 3100 and 3120 of July
25 concerning the legal status of Tibet under the
new circumstances., The observer we have been
quoting is certainly of the view that the Chinese
negotiators at Peking made no great effort to
hide their own Interpretation that Tibet 1s to be
another Chinese province.

Se Other statements contalned in our
observer's summary recall unconfirmed press reports
which have appeared during the last month and a half,
4 PTI release dated at Kalimpong on July 17 referred
to a story current on the Ingo-Tibetan caravan routes
to the effect that 700 Red troops had reached
Giamda-Dzong, 150 miles north-east of Lhasa. Several
papers have since reported the return of the Dalal
Lama to Lhasa on August 17. Most of these stories
also carried mention of the faet that 700 treogs,
reputedly led by h5-year-old Sawang Ngabon, Cabinet
Minister and the delegate to China who 1is supposed
to have been forced to return by the leng overland
route, were also expected to arrive 1n Lhasa. The
Statesman of August 28 reported that Ngabon had
reached Lhasa from Chamdo with a small detachment

of liberation forces, and that he is expected to
give an account of the Sino-Tibetan negotiatlions to
the Dalai Lama and the Cabinet. If necessary, the
paper says, the account will be placed before the
National &ssembly.

6. ddditional units of Chinese troops
were reported by UPI on August 22 to have reached
the Gyangtse area where, in virtue of the Indo-
Tibetan Treaty, an Indian trade agent and some
Indian troops were permitted to be posted. The

Statesman of August 28 carried a further report on
e advance of Communist units operating in eastern
Tibet from Tsari in Takto District to Tsonazong
on Bmtan®s north-east frontier. The paper stated
that the Communists in the area were expected to
move in a north-western direction towards Lhobrang,
Ghantzi and Ralung to avold the mountainous terrain
on Bmtants northern frontier.

7. Several papers have referred to the
imminent possibility that the Panchen Lama will

follow the Dalai Lama to Lhasa from his present

resting place at Sinan in Chin-Ghal province.

8. The Stgtesmen of august 10 reported
that thousands of Tibetans and Chinese are engaged
in construeting a road from Chamdo to Lhasa.
Because of the unfavourable nature of the terrain
it is said to be necessary to drop food supplies to
the Chinese from aireraft based at Chengtu. Chamdo
is on the Meekong River which runs parallel to the
Yangtse some fifty miles farther away from Szechuan

prevince.
003



g. We have noted many references in the
Indian press to the passage through Kalimpong of
Chinese experts and we are persuaded that the
figure of 50 such experts given by our observer
is probably reasonably accurate.

10. The press, during the past month, has
also devoted a good deal of attention to reporis
concerning Communist sctivities in western Tibet,
principally in the area proximate to the 250-300
mile boundary with Uttar Pradesh province of India,
The main activity seems to hinge on Taklakot and
Gartok, said respectively to be playing host to
Communist forces of 200 and 500 troops., 4 moborable
road 1s reported to be under construction to ecover
the 800 miles between Lhasa and western Tibet. The
enclosed copy of a Statesmap article of August &
will, I believe, give you rather fuller information
in tﬁis regard %han other press accounts,

11. One feature of the activiiy in western
Tibet that is, perhaps, worth specifying here, 1is
the story that agents equipped with old survey maps
Nare busy verifying Tibett!s boundaries with India
and Nepal.” Other experts are alleged te be
selecting sites for aereodromes in an area where
numerous Yholy" lakes provide ideal conditions for
water-based aireraft, Recently, Wing Commander C.
E. Slee, Air Adviser to the U.K. High Commissioner
here, told Mr. Jay that Amerlcan sources had-
informed him that Soviet flying boats had been
using these lakes for some time, You will recall
our letter No.298 of Marech 22, 1951, on the _
subject of a New York Times article of November 24,
1950, written by Robert Trumbull, in which referencs
was also made to Soviet penetration to the lakes,
At the time it was most diffiecult to assess the
accuracy of Trumbullt!s story, although the general
feeling scemed to be that it was necessary to apply
a "pinch of salt."

12. The Statesman of August 28 reported
that the Communist advance in western Tibet 1is

continuing from Lake Mansarovar to Nepal's northern
frontier. The paper assumed that the lmmedlate
objectives of the Communists in western Tibet were
the important trade centres of Tradom (from where
the trade route crosses the Nepal frontier by the
Kore Pass leading to Kathmandu) and Tingri-Dzong
where a Tibetan garrison of some 500 soldiers is
normally maintained. The paper alseo points out
that the overall strategy seems to be a movement of
small forces along the entire Indo-Tibetan=-
Himalayan frontier (including Nepal and Bhutan) with
check-posts at all important passes and trade

centres. -

13. Most of these stories, which, for
obvious reasons, are difficult to authenticate,

L .k
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The Governor General of Canada, s it v RS e e

Ot tawa, ’ s R
CANADA. ?E?'é
Your Excellency, ’}%

Tibet is essentlally an independent country with
soVereign powers. Its people being religlous and beace-~
loving, no stock of modern weapons of war were kept within
its boundaries, In the year 1950 the Chinese Conmunists
invaded our land with about five hundred thousand of thelir
50~called "liberation army" and over-powered our frontier
guards. Later they settled some four million Chinese
immigrants in the eastern and north-eastern regions., These
settlers, along with their bowerful armies, have attempted
to destroy our religion, culture and traditions. A separate
Manifesto describing the plight of our people is attached
hereto for your perusal, In it you will read of the merci-
less treatment of our people by the Chinese, and how many
have had to flee to the far-off deserts and valleys., It is

' There is trouble also in Lhasa, the capltal ef
Tibet. Recently some thirty thousand people from the
southern areas had to leave thelir property, families
and settled 1ife to save themselves from the brutal
treatment of the Chinese over-lords, Now without homes,
these people are also out in the deserts and it is feared
that there may be uprisings in the south and central
areas, as a conseguence,

Not only have the Chinese Communistd occupied
our country making every effort to exploit our people,
but they have also made Tibet into a huge arsenal that
Call have no other coneeivable purpose than a future
offensive against her neighbouring countries and the
world at large. They are building army barracks, forts,
bridges and air-fields at stratagid places, and their
extensive programme for constructing great roads and
rallways is mainly to aceelerate the movement of their
armed fdtces.,
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India, a country which was under British dominatien
for over 150 years, achieved her independence just after the
World War II. Similarly, a number of other countries whe
were under foreign yckes for generations have attained their
independence within the past few years. On the contrary,
the 1independence of Tlbet , an essentially free country
which , as history proves, was at no time under any forelign
demlnation, was viclated by the Communist China her next
door neighbour, Shall the August World Body which stahds
far peace and justice In the present world justify the
atrocious actions of the Communist China on Tibet, a
peace-loving and religlous country, while the people are
fighting tooth and nail in the struggle for thelr very
exlstence ?

Since yours is a country which prizes its
freedom, we look to you to dec what you can to help.

Yours faithfully,

We the Representatiﬁes,
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Attached for your signature, if you
approve, is a memerandum to the Prime Minister on the
Tibetan question, along with a statement which he might
make in the Houge if the need should arise.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE/;zIME MINISTER March 24, 1959
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EOLITICAL UNREST IN TIBET. ! og;,.,. ,77- 3 .)
L7 1]

Reports in Monday's press appear to confirnm

that serious disturbances have béen going on in Lhasa
since last Thursday. Information is meagre and in large
part unreliable. The Indian Consul-General in Lhasa,
however, has apparently reported that street fighting in
Lhasa broke out when the rwmour spread that the Tibetan
spiritual and temporal ruler, the Dalai Lama, wag about
to be arrested by the Chinese Communist representative
and would be removed from lLhasa to Peking. Whether or
not this rumour was well founded, crowds of pecple assembled
near the Dalai Lama's residence and small arms fire broke
out, Subsequent reﬁorts indicate that the sifuation in

Lhasa is now quieter but there is no word as to the

Qheréabouts or wellbeing of the Dalai Lama, It seems

quite possible that renewed violence could occur.
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Tibet, with a population of about 4,000,000,
is one of the most isolated regions of the worid. Normal
means of communication are almost completely lacking, and
India is the only non-Communist country with any represen-
tation in Tibet. The Tibetans are deeply religious
Buddhists who revere the Dalai Lama. Consequently the
Chinese Communists have been attempting to control the
population through the Dalai lLama. The latter, however,
has given evidence of résistance to Communist indoctrin-

atione.

There has been a history of intermittent
strife and guerilla warfare in Tibet ever since the Chinese

Communist invasion in 1950, Thfoughout the past year in

i

particular there have bheen repeated reports of a guerilla
campaign led by Khamba tribesmen of Southern and South-
eastern Tibet. Some press reports have indicated that
large portions of Tibet were controlled by the Tibetan

guerillas who ranged to within 40 miles of Lhasa, Private.

Indian comment prior to the new outbresltr enocested that

Deferster, S o

Prime Miwiater :
(1967 - 1963)

the reports were exaggerated,
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We are not aware of any position having
been taken by Canada in recent years on the question of
Tibet's relationship with China. Historically the status
of Tiﬁet in international law has been uncertain and ill-

defined. At times Tibet has given evidence of a consider-

——————

able degree of independence. In recent times, however,

g i
there seems to have been a wide measure of agreement to
the effect that Tibet was vaguely under nominal Chinese

suzerainty. After the Communist invasion of 1950 the

Chinese sought to establish physical control of the country,

and a general agreement signed in 1951 by representatives

of Tibet and the Peking régime gave control of Tibet!s
foreign relations to Communist China, while permittiﬁg the
stationing of Communist Chinese troops at various points
within Tibet. Control over Tibett!s internal affairs, how-

ever, was left to the Tibetah Government.,

Despite the promise of internal autonomy,
the Chinese Government apparently began preparations to
exert full sovereignty over Tibet. In face of considerable
Tibetan resistance, together'with a certain amount of

Indian diplomatic pressure, these plans were, in part at
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least, suspended. The events of the past week may indicate
a renewed Communist effort to impose a firmer internal con-~

trol.

India, for political and strategic reasons,
has an obvious épecial interest in neighbouring Tibet.
It seems clear that India acknowledges the right of Communist
China to control the-foreign affairs of Tibet. This is
demonstrated by the signing of a Sino-Indian agreement in
1954 which confirmed India's commercial rights in Tibet,
It is also indicated By thé remarks of Priﬁe Minister Nehru
in the Indian Parliament on August 20, 1958 in which he
said {as reported by the Times of India} "I submit that
Tibet, long long before the Communi st fégime there, was al-
ways locked upon and considered by the world community as
being under the suzerainty of China....It is completely
true that there had been periods in Tibétan history that,
when Tibet was strong, she {Tibet) did not acknowledge that
position. But I am talking_about’our position in the
matter. We took up a certain position and messages have
been exchanged and published. We could not possibly inter-

fere, neither in law nor in fact." This cautious attitude
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was repeated by Mr. Nehru in the Indian Parliament on March
23, 1959 when, in commenting on the Tibetan disturbances,

he contented himself with expressing-hope for the safety of
the Dalai Lama and for the peaceful resoluticn of the
present troubles. The United Kingdom Government has also in

the past recognized Chinese suéerainty over Tibet.

I attach for your consideration a possible
statement which you might wish to make in case the matter

is referred to in the House.

-~

N.A.R.
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P.0. Box 126, JUN 29 1958
Hong Kong.  REGISTRY
June 23, 1959.
Mr. R.E. Collins, : '
Far Eastern Division,
Department of Externel Affairs, {} , i
Ottawa, Canada. _ \
Dear Ralph: . ' | . 115;6 o 77 .f '
‘l)&f{MA‘-éPMA.L : re: Tibet ' 3'9 S
' ' ccjatyo ~-90
M Malonscs IERL g
me. 0 Lol The return of the Panchen Lama to Lhasa on June 15th
' affer more than two months in China marked the end of one phase
Ve, of Sino-Tibetan relations and the beginning of another. The

said at & welcoming banquet given by the Working Committee of the
.C.P. in Tibet, the Preparatory Committee for the Tibet Autonomous -
egion and the Tibet Military Area Conmand: "The Tibetan people
bvz have been urgently demanding reforms and following the complete
ﬁ{_’c’l faf'b) defeat of the counter-revolutionary armed rebellion, such demands
< have become more imperative than ever.® Speaking at the same banguet,
UN v N Wang Feng® who returned with the Panchen Lama from China and who
Vel ; { , shared the place of honour with him, "wished outstanding success to
the introduction of reforms and to reconstruction in Tibet." In
17/ 7E PPN his welcoming speech, Chang Ching-wu#* said that "The task before
~ us is to carry out democratic reform which is urgently demanded by
ﬂ“ ‘g the broad masges of people in Tibet as well as completely put down
Wﬁ (g . the rebellion. We warmly welcome the return of Panchen Erdeni to
Jit Do lead the work. We are fully convinced that this honorable task will
¥ ! 7 Do )tb.e accomplished successfully under the wise and correct leadership of
’%’l‘ﬂ"‘“' - the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party, Chairman Mao

} 3 éﬁa: Tse-tung and the Central People's Governnent and by firm reliance on the

I
— Panchen Lama is reported by the Hsinhua News Service to have

labouring masses.®

.2/5’7 2. There can be little doubt that the few words quoled above

presage a drive on the part of the Chinese to¢ institute the com-~
munizing reforms they have hitherto Ileai‘b_zhied to impose on Tibet
and it sppears that they now integd té press ahead using the Panchen
Lams 8s their instrument. . HdoWdsuccessful they will be remains 1o
be seen but there is ngdotbt that they have the military strength
to carry out the task if they wish. In fact, they are in a far

: O better position to do so today than they were when they initially

s conquered Tibet in 1950-51. At that tinme, in addition to all the

- {ﬂ’, domestic problems they faced from their recent asswmption of power
P 4 . 4n China, theywere also training and supplying the Vietminh on

v

® mm% « Jice head of the United Front Work Department of the
l: entral Committee of the C.C.P. and Vice Chairman of the
: Eb ities Affairs Commission. :
Chang Ching~wu entative of the Central People's Government
y of the Working Comnittee of the C.C.P.

in Tib 5‘?_



their Southern border and had taken the plunge acrogs their North-
Eastern border into the Korean War. At the present time they are
faced merely with internal economic chaes and tempting opportunities
for mischief in Laos, Vietnam, Korea and the offshore islands}
Furthermore, current Chinese efforts to promote tension in Laos

and Vietnam may not be entirely unrelated to Tibet, for any flare-
up in the Indo-China area would command immediate international
attention because of the number of nations directly involved —-
U.S.8.R., U.5.4., U.K., France, Canada, Poland and China as well as
North and South Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia -- and this would
certainly draw attention away from Chinese activities in Tibet, - - o

3. I have said in my letter of June 18th that the related
topics of Tibet and Sino-Indian relations occupied by far the largest
amount of space in the Chinese press and propaganda in recent months.
For example, the Hsinhua English-language news service alone issued
over 500 foolscap pages of comment (or close to 20% of the total :
in the period) on Tibet between the 28th of March and the end of May
(most of it in April. - A sharp decline in output occurred about a
week after the close of the National People's Congress on April 28).
The Chinese domestic press in the same period devoted similar amounts
of space to the Tibetan questicn. The reparts both in the Chinese
press and in the Hsinhua releases for foreign consumption omitted
very little comment from any available scurce during the crisis
period., Both favourable and unfavourable reports from abroad were
quoted at great length and in fact the Chinese treated themselves to
an orgy of both digestible and indigestible comments from every
possible source. Thia poses the guestion as to why they printed

in such detail criticlsm from abroad, as well az items of support
from foreign sources. It appears that the Chinese seized upon the
whole question to build up domeatie support at a time when economic
conditions in China had reached a very low point, It is significant that
the National People's Congress occupied about a third of its time dis-
cussing Tibet which was not even on its agenda and it appears that the
Chinese authorities welcomed the development of this issue at a time
when there was very little to cheer about. Tibet was used as a
rallying cry in an effort to uwnite the nation and to divert its
attention from domestic problems. For those deputies to the Con-
gress who had travelled gré4at distances, Tibet provided something

of substance to take home to distant constituencies whereas without
it the message would have been dry and uninspiring. In printing
virtually everything, both good and bad, on the Tibetan situation,
the Chinese attempted — but not too convinecingly, at least to non-
Chinese audiences — to refute and rddicule criticel foreign points
of view. In faect they had no need to be convinecing at home because
all Chinese regard Tibet a8 an integral part of China. For this
reason, Chinese military action against the Tibetans was readily
acceptable domestically and the foreign outery againat it provided

a natural rallying peint for the N.P.C., and for the nation as a whole,

be On this point it is worth recalling that the Naticnalist
Chinese in Formosa think alike with their Communist countrymen in
China, although naturally they tried to capitalize on the situation

in their propaganda, Chiang Kai-shek‘'s message to the pecple of Tibet
on Mareh 25th, although it went much further than expected, fell short
of offering complete freedom and independence despite its fine sounding
reference to the principle of self-determination.® Had Chiang Kai-shek

o a See attachment quoting press version of Chlang Kai-shek's statement.



-3-

been in contrel in China when the uprising occurred he would have

acted in the same manner but probably idess efficiently. The following
i1lustration underlines the common viewpoint on Tibet shared by
virtually all Chinese, Nationalist, Commnist or unaffiliated: At a recent ;-
round-table conference on Tibet in the Unlted States Consulate-General
here which included the anti-Communist Chinese staff working for the
Americans, the United States members took an indignant line ofi. Communist
action in Tibet expecting their Chinese staff to agree., However, it '
appears that as the meeting progressed, the Chinese staff members

became more and more heated in pointing out that Tibet was in fact a
part of China and the meeting broke up with feelings frayed on both
sides,

5. The course of the Sino~Indian disagreement over Tibet

has shown clearly that on issues considered vital by the Chinese
neither Indisn nor any other opinjon will sway them in their actionms.
The difference between the two countries alsoc brought out the Chinese
contempt for India's soft line and, particularly, for those Indians
who, like Krishna Menon, use every sort of argument, both good and
bad, to demonstrate that all is well between India and China. Even
though the Chinese must consider Nehru to be extremely useful ia
their canse, they came very close to openly insulting him and only
in the final stages made some effort to keep criticism of India and
Nehru within bounds. Indicentally Western visitors to the recent
Canton trade fair were entertained at a special evening put on by the
Fair authorities with the rendering of the {then) latest Chinese hit
~ tune: "Drive out the Indian Expansionists'.

6. There is no doubt about the profound effect of Chinese
action in Tibet on Indians in particular and on South East Aslans
generally. China has lost as much prestige f.n &}:ﬁj&fﬁa t over this
event as the Soviet Union did over Hungary/ “'H f’%’estern
countries should not conclude that China's loss has resulted in a
corresponding gain for Western style democracy. The West in this

case has perhaps scored a negative sort of gain in that virtually

no one has been deluded by the Chinese into thinking the Tibetan
uprising was the result affi'Western engineered imperialist plot,

If anything, the net gain has been scored by the neutralists as Asians
are more likely than ever to strive to fashion their own course down
a middle way between the commmism of China and the democracy of the
West. Mr. Nehru too has regained much of the prestige in Asia that be
appeared to lose at Bandung and since. While the West may have been
impatient with his reluctance to openly condemn the Chinese, his
dignified and restrained behaviour has been in marked contrast to

the viclence and near hysteria of the Chinese and has met with
general approval in the Far East,

7. Thers has been some speculation about the circumstances
surrounding the Dalai Lama's escape to India, i.e., as to whether

or not the Chinese permitted this to take place or in fact made an
effort to prevent it., No conclusive evidence has appeared on .
this point so far. If the Dalai Lama had been prevented from escaping
there might well have been more bloodshed and the Dalai Lama could
have been injured or killed in the melee. In any case he would have
had to be brought back to Lhasa against his will and his presence in
such circumstances would have been ambarrassing. On the other hand,
his escape to India was equally or even more embarrassing in pro-
viding a focus for Indian and international attention as well as

a hope for Tibetans in the future. In addition, the Chinese sgem

to have genuinely believed at first that the Dalai Lama was being
forced to act against his will, (Their faith in the Dalai's three

" Jetters to General Tan Kuan-san appears to have been genuine, }
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On balance, it was probably a greater embarrassment to have him
escape and it is probable that the Chinese would have prevented it
had they been able to do so.

8. Despite resistence in fuwe form or another in Tibet ever
since the Chinese established their control in 1951, it would appear
that the suddenness and violence of the March 19th outbreak in Lhasa
both surprised and shocked the Chinese, and their vanity seems to
bave been wounded by the ungratefulness of the Tibetans for the
“gentle" treatment meted out by their Chinese ongquerors. In some
Western quarters the latest Tibetan uprising has been attributed to
a revulsion to new ideas and ganeral reforms unrelated to communism,
Doubtless these have been elements contributing to the fridtion
between the conquerors and the conguered but the basic ingredients

have been the congenital Tibetan dislike and distrust of their
Chinese overlords, Although the Chinese have announced frequently
since late March that the uprising has been suppressed, their pro-
nouncements in this connection often contain such gqualifying terms
as "substantially suppressed" when claiming viectory. It appears that
although the main struggle has ended, sporadic resistence is con-
tinuing.

9. This yearts violent protest by the Tibetans against their
Chinese conguerors has served to remind the world of a struggle
which has been endemic in south central Asia for hundreds of years
but which was resumed actively nine years ago when the Chinese de-
cided to "liberate" Tibet -~ from the Tibetans themselves since the
Nationalist hold on Tibet had never been effective and Britain and
India jad long since relinquished any claim to direct influence in
the area., China's absence from the United Nations Organization in
1950 when its invasion of Tibet commenced, the vague concept of
Chinese suzerainty accepted by many nations including the most
interested parties-the United Kingdom and India --. and general
apathy towards the fate of the million or so Tibetans in Tibet
proper,resulted in Tibet's appeals for help at the time going un-
answered. The operation of the same factors in 1959 prevented the
only action that might have been taken by the non-Communist
countries, given the circumstances surrounding the recent Tibetan
outbreak. United Nations action, had China been a member,could not
have gone nmch beyond the action talken in the case of Hungary and would
have had no more tangible effect on China than the United Nations
efforts had on the Soviet Union. Nevertheless, the U.S.5.R. was un-~
questionably diasconcerted by United Nations action at that time and
only the coincidence of the Suez crisis saved it from experiencing still
greater embarrassment and loss of Brestige. By the same token, had
China been a member of the United Mations it would not have acted
differently in Tibet but would have suffered greater embarrassment
and losa of prestige than it in faet has —- perhaps not immediately
but at least in the long run, as the case could well have remained
open for a number of years and even Communist governments which ignore
external pressure at any given moment are not entirely insensitive
to atirition over the long haul. The Tibetans too might have been
ﬁiven something to hope for, Admittedly, the failure of the United
ations to act on the Tibetan appeals of 1950 might have been regarded
in some ‘quarters as a precedent restrieting action in support of
Tibet in 1959 -~ even if China had been a member of the United Nations
Orgenization. However, the simplp fact is that the Chinese broke
the 195} Sino-Tibetan treaty which had embodied the principle of
Tibetan autonomy. Furthermore, the treaty was a dictated bns
made possible by force of arms ~- the same type of "unegual treaty®
the Chinsse tmve—sooftan attacked and repudiated where they were
the affected party. The Tibetans were therefore entitled to con-
siderstion in the United Nations which, it may be recalled, had not
shrunk from taking up the case of the British in Cyprus (or the
French in Algeria or a variety of similar cases) where the British
(French or other)} claim was not unlike that of China's to control




Tibet. The fact that salt water rather than mountain ranges intervened
between the respective large and small countries is quite irrelevant.

It is sometimes apgwed that United Nations intervention over Tibet --
even if China had been a member —— would have complicated the aituation
and detracted from the benefits asccruing from Asian disillusionment with
Chinese communism. There may be some merit in.this type of reasoning
but if the United Nations acts only in certain cases and dodges those of
an inconvenient nature its long run effectiveness will be severely
restricted. .

10. In summary, the following are some of the major conclusioms to
be drawn from the Tibetan affair:

(a) The Chinese were both shocked and surprised by the sudden~
ness and violence of the outbreak which took place on and
after March 19th. The basic cause of the latest and all
Tibetan uprisings was Tibetan dislike and distrust of their
Chinese conquerors ~— not merely of new ideas and reforms.

. (b) China is willing to ke to almost any lengths, including
the alienation of India's friendship and support, where
it considers its vital interests are affected as in the
case of Tibet this year and Korea in 1950-53.

(e) Chipa suffered a great loss of prestige in South East
Asia over its action in Tibet, Mr. Nehru and the
neutralists have probably gained what China has lost
while the West —- for once -— has escaped with no
opprobrium attached to its actions and this may Justifiably
be regarded as a victory -— evea if it is of a negative
nature. )

(d) Yirtoaliy:alliChipesea> -Commpist, Nationalist or un-
affiliated — consider Tibet a part of China and Chiang
Kai-sheks's promise of gelf-detefminatlon after liberation
from the Conmunists did not mean complete freedom and in-
dependence for Tibet.

(e) The Chinese will probably press on with their reform pro-
gram for Tibet, considering that their previous *gofth
policy has failed. The Panchen lLama will be used as an
instrument to promote this progran, although it is
probable that the Chinese still hope that the Dalai Lama
cen be persuaded to return.

(£} The promotion of temsion in the Indo-China area will be
used to divert attention from Tibet as well as from domestlc
economic difficulties. Obhbr areas such as Korea or the
offshore islands can be reactivated for the same purpose ir
riecessary.

(g) The Chinese leaders probably accepted the Tibetan outbreak
as a godsend during the National People's Congress to de-
tract attention from domestic economic difficulties and
to be used as a rallying call for unity and for greater
efforts than ever, Although ewbarrassing abroad, it was
extremely useful domestically and was fully exploited for
this purpose., The Tibetan situation was used as ap excuse .
to flay imperialism, the United States, the United Kingdom
and the West Benerally at a time when interest and enthusiasm
within China appeared to be flagging as a result of econcmic
problems and dissatisfaction stemming from the establishment
of the communes. -
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China's absence from the United Nations prevented the only
action that might have been taken by the non-Communist
countries in the circumstances surrounding the recent
Tibetan outbreak and emphasizes again the desirability of
China's membership in the United Nations to previde & point
of pressure when such occaslons arise (and there could be
others in Laos, Vietnam, Korea or the Formosa Straits at
any time).

Admittedly, the Chinese would not have been prevented from
taking the action they did to suppress the uprising but

thers is no reason to believe that the Chinese Government

is very different from other governments in its ability to
resist the effects of focusing world attention on a preblem
such as Tibet over a protracted period of time. In the
short run, it could ignore such attention btut in the long
run even Communist governments can be brought to modify -
their actions. This is not a plea for immediate recognition
or United Nations membership for China but merely a suggestion
that the time may have arrived for a fresh look at steps that
might be taken towards these cbjectives-for our own benefit.

Yours sincerely,

(C.J. Small)
Canadian Government Trade Commissioner.



UNCLASSIFIED

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
November 28, 1961
MEMORANDUM FOi‘?!/' The Prime Minister

Reply to letter from the Dalai Lama

Attached for your signature, if you approve, is a
reply to the Dalal Lama's letter to you of October 28,
This will be transmitfed to the Dalal Lama through the
Offlice of the Canadlan High Commissioner in New Delhi,

Zﬂu pful &

H. c- GC

361657 (0s)



{COPY)

Swergashram
Dharamsala Cantt,,

Punjab, Indis,
His Excellency Jab, &

the BRt.Hon'ble Mr. John  October 28,1961
Diefenbaker
Prime Minister of Canada,

Your Excellency,

Will yvou kindly refer to your very kind letter
of the 29th of September, 19607

As Your Excellency is no doubt aware, the quest-
son of Tibet could not be taken into consideration by the
General Agsembly of the United Nations at its last sea-
sion, A resolution will now be moved by the CGovernment of
Malaya and Thailand, and I am taking the liberty of enclos-
ing herewith copy of a letter which I have addressed to His
Excellency the Prime Minister of Malaya, The situation in
Tibet has become extremely precarious, As His Excellency
the Prime Minigter of Indla has said, it is very strange
indeed that so many thougands of Tibetan refugees are pour-
ing into India, The accounts which I have recently recelved
clearly show that there must be immediate cegsation to death
and destruction which prevail in Tibet, as otherwise there
will be nothing left of Tibet and there will be no Tibetans
at all, nor will there be any queation of human rights of
the Tibetans, In view of the extreme gravity of the sltua-
tion I would beg of.Your Excellency and your Government to
persuade the United Natirns to adopt such measures as mlght
bring about s peaceful end to the grim tragedy of today,
On several occasioms Canada and her Government have played
a leading role in upholding the rights of the smaller nations
of the world, I am , therefore, eheouraged to hope that my
personal appeal to Your Excellency will not fall,

With agsurances of my highest esteem and congli-
deration, I remain,

Youra sincerely
The Dalai Lama
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General Assembly reselutions.
1383 (XIV) The Quastion of Tibet
_ General Assembly document.
A[%M& a6 19, 1960 - Reques
tem o t.hm
%aumu? ya and Thailland
General Qmitha
mbh Haeul ﬁ Thuraday, 22and September, 1960 -

Becords of the Fifteenth Session
af the United Nations Gmm Aasenmbly.

% for Inseription
of the Fifteent}

The m:.y may have to deal with a resolutios
of the type adopted at the fmﬂnuth session ulltns for
respect for the rights of the Tibetan pseple or, as was the
case at the fifteenth session, & debate on inscription of '

" the Tibatan question may take plage in the Gensral Commitbee

without progeeding to consideratien of a resolution en the
substance of the questicn in plenary session.

. The issus most likely te hsw raised in the
General Committes i8 mshur or Bot ghe Asssubly should be
pregluded from diamuius the quastidn under Article 2 (7).
For thoae eaua‘hrha; tmiuding Cana ',i -which aecapt that

the United Hations Bmora:. Assembly h;m the right and is

involved are the human rights and mmm.al freedoms of

the Tibetan people; specifisally their sultural, religious

and oivil liberties. In the fourtsenth and fifteenth sesgions
vhe issuea of the international status of Tfbet, Chinese

 eclaims %o mmoi.smy. m«mﬁmal intervention and W
" Anvestigation were avoided, primerily begsuse even those

_!#o?ﬁ
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nations disturbed by events in Tibet considered that the
United Nations had no mesns of taking effactive action. If
the Tibetan question is insecribed agair this year - and i{ts
inscripticn has heen requested by Halaya-and‘Thailand -~ thege

issues will probably be avoided again for the same reason.
{a) -

Because the question of Tibet only passed the
General Committee stage last year, it is nescessary to revert
to the fourteenth session for a more complete indiecation of
attitudes of the various powers. In the debate on the
Tibetan question at that Beasion, all speakers (nearly L0
porcent of total membership}, with the exception of those
from the Seviet bloc, deplored the agtions of the Chinese
Communists in Tibet with varying degrees of intensity. Yet
nearly one-third of the membership, including the United
Kingdem, Prance, most of the Iatin Americans, and most of
the Aslans, abstained when voting on the resolution for one
or more of the following reasonss
1} Reasonable doubt regarding the status of Tibet
ané, therefore, the competenge of the United
Nations to pronounce on the issue;
11) lack of a solution to the problem of Chinese
representation; |
1ii}] the effect of the debate on either the leasening
| of tension or the interests of the Tibetans,.
The Soviet bloec voted solidly against inscription and against
the resclution, while Just over half of the United Nations
membership,; fncluding Canada, voted for beth,
Although the spensers achieved their aim, there
was little enthusiasm for the debate, At the fifteenth
sesgion, there was leas discussion on Tibet sinee it was

not debated in plenary session, but attitudes and positions

cesed



adopted were approximately the same and the powers divided
on the question of inseription of the Tibetan item along
approximately the game lines as had been the case & year

earlier.

Smaller Antineggggg;st Sountries !Nalaza,
Ireland, El Salvagder, 84gs )7 These countriesz in the pass

have stressed the duty of the bnited Nationa to take note of
and condenn violations of human rights whether or not the
matter is one of internal Jurisdietion.
Soviet Bloc: The Joviet Union and its allies
have adopted three main arguments:
1) The Tibetan queation has been introduced for
obstructionist and cold war purposes.

ii) Because Tibet is an inalienable part of China,
the General Assembly is not competent to deal
with 1t, |

ii1) Chinese action in Tibet has been directed at
the removal of an unjust social system and the
introduction of "demccratic referms®™.
Uncommitted Qountries: Most of these countries
in the past have based their doubts sbout the propriety or
vaiue of Assembly action on;
1) Article 2 (7);
il) the absence of & Chinese Communist delegation;
iii) the poasibility that a debate would inerease
world tension and worsen the plight of the

Tibetan people.

Some Western Countries have abstained on the

grounds that the Assembly is not competent to diseuss the
issue under Article 2 (7). These countries have included
Frange, the United Kingdom, Spain, South Afriga and Belgium,

although in acme cames, such as the United Kingdom and

seenly
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Balgium, they have voted in favour of ingcription of the
item on the Agenda, |

In general, no change in these attitudes is ax-
pected this year, although there may be éven leas enthusiasm
for a debate on Tibet than there has been in the past.,

(d) Likely Course of Eventa

On August 18, 1961, Malaya and Thailand requested
inseription of "The Question of Tibet", as they had done a
year earlier. There will likely again be a debate on ite
insceription in the General Gommlttee before it i1s debated in
plenary session of the Assembly. Twe }eara ago debate was
on a moderately worded resalutinn.enndemning the Ghingsa but
not calling for specifie Assembly natidn._ At that sessjion,
the.Unitad States Delegation attempted to have tha item
discussed in the First Committee, to which 1t wished to in-
vite the Dalai Lama, The eponsers of the resolution opposed
this idea and it was referred directly to plenary. Another
move that came to nothing for laek of general support was a
United Kingdom proposal to debate the question without voting
onr & resolutien.

At the fifteenth seesion, in the course of an
intervention principally devoted Lo disarmament, the
Secratary of State for External Affairs of Canada suggested
that it would be loglgal to send the Tibetan {tem to the
First Committee in the same way that. other aimilar fitenms
were allocated for commlttee consideration, However, by a
vote of 1l in favour to 4 against (Soviet bloc and Yugoslavia},
with 4 abstentions (Canada, Ceylen, Iraq'and Sudan), the
General Commlttea recommended thut the item be considered
in plenary. The Assembly subsequently approved this deeision
witheut further discussion. Although the item reappeared

.Il.s
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on the Agenda of the resumed session in early 196), it was
not discussed agailn in the Assembly. If the matter is
raiwed at all this year, the course of events will likely .
~again follow the pattern of either the fourteenth or the
fifteenth sessaions,

{e) Poltoy Considerations Involved for Canada

Canadian opinion was disturbed by the events in
Tibet. PFor that reason the Ganapian Delegation to the four-
teenth session worked for and supported a resclution condemming
Chinese Communist action in Tibj: on the basis of a violation
of human rights. The Ganadian Delegation thought that the
principal danger to be avoided was a situation in which mosg
of China's neighbours would oppose any resolutien and thus
in effect condone China's actiens. In order to avoid this,
it ¢onsidered that the resolutien should be mederate, stick
to human rights and avoid politileal judgments labout the
international status of Tibet., Although the matter waa not
debated in plenary sesgien last year, similapr censiderationms
lay behind the Canadien vete for insaription of the Tibetan
question on the Agenda,

There 1s no appareant reasan to modify this
attitude at the surrent session. The ouly problem concerns
the nsefulness of a new debate, Although the United Nations
cannot agcept the suppression of human rights in Tibet, it
is not in a position to take sffective action to enforce
its views, A debate whioch produces a resolution simflar
to that of two years ago might merely point up the impotence
of the United Nations. In the past there have been sug-
gestions to set up a committee of enguiry on Tibet, Tt is
not thought that this would achleve gemeral support, because
it would not be admitted to Tibet and could do no more

"..6
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than has already been done by the Incernaticnal Commissfon
ef Jurists.
(f) Approved Insvrugtions

Althouzh the Delegation sheuld not play an active
role in this question, it sheuld wvote in favour af inserip~
tien and a moderately worded resolﬁtian which eondemns the
Chinese Communist vielations of human rights in Tibet,
{g} Suszeg

The Delegation might point out in discussions
with other delegations the need for maximum support for &
resolution from Asien and African countries in order to
provide a general reflection of Agsembly opinion. To
ensure this result, 1t wowrld be nanaaaafy to econgentrate
on the human rights aspect of the problem witheut making

any judgments about Tibet's status under international law.

at_the Fourtee Jegsion
FOR AGATNST ABSTAINED
Inseription of ltem 43 11 25
Irish-Malayan Resolution 45 9 26
Voting at th 1th Session

- Inseription 6: the Items:
General Gommittee 4 1l b 5
Roll~call Vote 49 13 35
For Consideration in Flenary 13 L , &



Far Eastern/dJ.R.Sharpe/md

ce: DMr, R. Campbell
Mr. H. B. Robinscn
Minister!s:File

€§Tﬁ6=(ngi;7» < O

Ottawa, Cetober 12, 1960,

Dear Mr. Singh:

Thank you for your telegram regarding
General Assembly consideration of the question of
Tibet, You will be intorested to know that I
recently informed Mr. Japaprakash Narayan, when
replying to a letter he had addressed to
Hr. Diefenbaker, that the Canadian Delegation
wonld be sppathetie to all $nitiatives designed
Lo ensure respect for human rights in Tibet and
to alleviate the lot of the Tibetan people,

fours siacerely,

Originat Signed of

He C. Grasn.
J. J. Singh,

17 East 54th Street, -
New York 22, Mew York. -



Far Bastern Div,/T.M.Pope/je

T 77— 4/()‘
/s

~ Septembar 29, 1966. )

Your Holinesss

: ! have raeaivtﬂ yaﬂr lctter of
SQytambur 13th whieh pequested the support of
the Canadian Government for the resolution en
the question of Tibet which will be proposad
at the Fifteanth SGBaian of the Gﬁnsrai

aaaamhly

s i e Y aehre !bur-aﬁiin&ﬁk

that the Canadian Delsgation will be receptive

to all initiatives seeking toc ensure respect

for the humsn rights of the people of Tibet.
Accept, Your Holiness, the assurances

of my highest conslderation. _

John 6. Pilefenbaker

His Holiness,
The Dalal Lama,

s
. e &maaia Cantk, :
Bast Punjab. (India) -



TuLr DEBLOTI/ T olle OPO/ P

nel Signed by
nwan ¢~ GREEN

He Os Greens

Ja:nwahlh Rarayan, E8ge,
The Afro-Asian Gouneil,

30, WMM
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MEMORANDUM

FroM THE OFFICE OF CONFIDENTIAL

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

L X
To.....THE IJ'N"DEF{-SECRETARY./" October 8,71959. /,

Tibet Yo R

Thls 1s to record that the Prime Minister
has seen this morning¥telegrams 1328 and 1329 on |
Tibet and that he concurs In the recommendation of:
the Delegation as to inscription of the item and :
-support for the draft resolution in its rresent form.
The Prime Minister also agrees that it would be as:
well for the Delegation not to speak 1n the debate.

H, B.M;

¢.c, Far Eastern Division

SAN
. ()' n\“ \I\l:lm Ln . (t/l/"
flon. @3bann. pomt the , ; )
o @ Comflutd O Thaplion delod ﬁﬂﬂ]
dJ. w-tl ' (;ﬂ

5907747
14|

779 %i"{u&)



DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, CANADA

OUTGOING MESSAGE%% 046

DATE FILE SECURITY
dozs 3 986777 —¥#0
.
1959 / 99 ;‘{’ QONFIDENTIAL
NUMBER PRECEDENCE COMCENTRE
USE ONLY
0: cag 4 y; Y229 opmurx

INFO:

Ref.: yoym TELRQAAMS 1265 AND 1266 OF SEPTEMBER 30,
Subject:  yIBRT a -
| THE REVISED IRISH DRAPT IS AN maovm'r O THE ORIGINAL,
4E ARE STILL DOUBTFUL, HOWEVER, ABOUT THE VALUE OF PARAGRAPH 3.
4& TAKE I? THAT THE REFERENGE TO-INPERNATIONAL RECOGNXTION OF TIBETAN
AUTONOMI I3 DESIGHED TO LESSEN THE EPFECT OF ARTICLE 2 (7)y IT
GOULD BE ARGUED, NEVERTHELESS, THAT THE ATTRIBUTION OF LOGAL
AUTONOMY IS A MATTER FOR THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT AND THE LOGALITY
CONCERNED AND IS NOT DEPENDENT ON INTERNATIONAL RECQGNXTION, THE
QUESTION AT ISSUE IS NOT ONE OF TIBET'S AUTONOMOUS OR NONAUTONOKOU
STATUS, BUT ONE OF THE VICLATION OF BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS BY THE CHIN:
IF A PARAGRAPH OF THE SORT MUST BE MAXNTAINED IN THE FINAL
RESOLUTION, WE WOULD MJCH PREFER IT TO READ AS FOLLOWS: QUOTE
MINDFUL ALSO OF THE TRADITIONAL. RELIGIOUS, GULIVRAL AND
& f»aillﬁa

LOCAL
DISTRIBUTION

ORIGINATOR DIVISION ' PHONE APPROVED BY

B I B sarravecaranrrssatanntattestans - I eunumnunessssssinsnsstrssnanas
L _MAME....... 20“6? OP Hﬂb ....... ?m EAsTm : OMME

............................

ExT. J8{REV. 12/56)



T T
R L

File |
PYiary
Division -

Mr,
| Sea b g AL AFFAIRS
HEMORARDIK

Commonweslth Division

FROM, Far h“'«!’n ﬂiﬂlion

De
REFERENCE Attached Telegram 584 of Hovember 2
from Berne

Référence
sunseey Settlemant of Tibetan Rafugees in Canada
Sujet
ENCLOSURES
Annexes v .
. Tou will wote that Berne have now replied to the -
P enquiry which this divisien sent out in Jeptember regarding
the eet that Swiss poliey on Tibetan refugees has had on o
" their relationn with Peking. Ry
UK Div. 2. The rather etrong Ghinese reaction to Swiss efforts i
~.in this regard may have been dus partly to the faet that 5 -
lamos wers involved (thus sxposing the Tibetans im witger-
arialist , aatisPeking® propagands) and partly te . "

Mr.Andersor i
lapd to "fmper -~ :
C the faet that the euitural revolution was then at its height Ty
and the Red Guards who had temporarily assumed control of -
: the Chinene foreign mimistry were looking under every stona .-
foxr excuses to attack foreign governments. OQur initia)
readtion to all this 1s to meimtain our view that there is Ry
comparatively little political risk involved in termg of % -
our “relations" with Peking in a limited project of Tivetan, I
imalgration. We would like however to reserve the right td ““ypm
review this question if and whea there aggaara & more distimet “oy
possibllity that the pilot project will put into effact.
3. We have ssat coples of thls telegram to the various
government departmeats concernsd and to Washington, Permis
¥Y, Delhi, Hongkong and Geneva.

8

-
'l

My

f

J§
Ni%isg is

Far Eastern Division

1
I
*

578

4

FHE
1334
t

1
4 1Y

Ext. 407D /80,
{Admin, Servicen Div.}
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General Assembly Resolutions
1353 {XI¥) The Queation of Tibet

 General Assembly Pocusent |
A/4444; August 19, 1960 « Request for Insariptioﬁ' :
of Tibetan Item on the Agenda of the
Fifteenth Ssssion {Malaya and Thailand)
Goneral comiittee
189¢h Meeting, September 22y 1960x  Offteial
Resords of the Fifteenth Ssssion of the
United Nations Gensral Assembly
Gogaml Aﬁumb!ly Recards

A/PV/1084-1085  Plenawy Meetings, Verbatim
: Records, aixtganth Genaral Assenmbly

Departmental Document
Saptember 19, 1962 « Part 1Y Commentary on
the Question of Fibet
genaral Assembly Daocumsnt
A/5765 « Request for Inscription of Tibetm item

on the Agenda of the Nineteenth Beasion
(Bl Salvador, Nicaragus and Philippines)

LXK 2



1. The qusstien of Tibet has not been discussed in the
General Assembly gince the sixteemth session, The 1usue most
1ikely to be raiSed this year in the Gongrallﬂommittee in
sonnection with the qunstion of Tibet 13 whether or not the
Asgembly should be precluded from diseussing the gquestion
under Article 2 (7) of the Charter, For those gountries,
1noluding Canada, which accept that the United Natlons General
Assembly has the right snd i» eompstent te ennsidar.u gquestion
of this nature, the issuss invelved are the human rights and
 preedons of the Tibetan pecple, especielly their cultural,
religious and oivi) liberties and their right to selfedetermination.

24 ~ In previous séssians,_tha issuas of the internstional
status of Tibet, Chinese elaims to sovereignty over ribét.

and 1ntarnationa1 1nzarvant1un and 1nveaﬁigatian~wara svoided
primarily because those nationn which were disturbed by events
in Tibet considered that the United Nations had no means of
talking effective action, Thiafypar, thase issues will prﬁb&bly
be aveided again for the same ?éasnn;

e) arse of J At it [nteyes
2, . mhe Assembly may have %o doal.with a rasulﬁtien
of the type adopted at the sixteenth aession edllina for
respact for the fundamental human rights snd freedoms of the

v 3
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Tibetan peopls (including the right of nlf;&ét;rminatim)

| or, as was the oase at the fifteenth session, a debate en ;
inseription of the question éf'rihot may take place in the

" General Committee without proceeding to qonsideration of a
resolution on the substande of the gquestien in rlonary session,

;.f' 5 In pas$ dnbatos on tha tibatan quastion all npoakara,'
with the exnaptinn of thaso rrnm thn sdviot blna, htvu doplorsd
_ with varying degrees of utmitr i:ho actions et the ehs.nest
Oamnnista 4n Tibet. uavarthollss, naarly ano-third of tho
membsrahip, mcludins Francey Bouth Afri.ca, and many of the
Africans and Miam have abstained when voting en areft; |
rcsolutionn for ons or more of the rollowins reasonsy
(2) peasonable doubt regarding the atatus of
' . pibet and therefore ths competence of the -
" United Nations to pronounce on the isauej
| - (44) 'Idui of a soiution to the problem of Chinesse
 representationy o |
{111) the doubtful effectiveness of the debate and
‘of the draft resolutions on either the
~ lessening of temsion or the proteatiun of
the mtersats of the Tibstans, e

—i

5. - Although the spensers at rasolutians.enTthn'qunsttan
of Tibet at the fourteenth and sixteenth sessions succeeded
in having the resoluticns passed, there was decreasing _

won &
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enthusissm for debate on this subjeots Attibtudes and
positions adﬂptad at the tuurtoenth session remained. virtuully
unchanged, - The Soviet bloe votnd solidly against inseription
and. against resolutionsy while jJust over half the United
Nations membership, including Canada, voted for bothe

_conntrios have in the pnat atrhsaed the duty »r the Bhltad
Nations to take nnts of and eondemn violations of humm rights
Iwhgthnr—bg not: the matter is one of internal jurisdietion.
They c¢an be expected to argue along thp-gauﬁ lines at the
nineteenth session, ' |

Ve ms_mw “The Soviet mmn ani :l.ta alliea have
consistently presontod thzeo nain arsunsntst |

(1) ths ribotaa qanstibn has bean intruduaad tor
2 o -obatruntxonilt anﬁ ¢cold war purpessa; C

| ;fii) haeanse rihae 18 an 1nnliannhle part of Ghiua,

i the Eonnrnl Anstably is nﬂt uompatont to deal

with the qunstion; unﬁor artiuln 2 {7) nr the

Fa -Ghartar; g g e B E

| (414) Ohinese activities in Tibat hiave been directed

| _at the removal of an unjust seciel syntaa.&nd i -

the intrnductiﬂn-bt'“deaoaratle-rqfargs';f~-.

'_’t.:y
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8. Dncommittad gountipriass Most or-th§s§ countries have
4in the past based their doubts about the propriety or value of
Assembly sction on the g'r'mmds listed in paragraph 4 above. ‘

9 ntries ha.w abstained on the grounds
that tha Asaembly 13 not nompetant to discuss the iasnc undey
Article 2 (7)s = ~These countries have inocluded France, Eritain,
Spain, South Africe, Belgiuk and Portugal, although in some -
cases such as Britain and Belgium, they have voted in favour
of insoription of the itam on the agenda, At the sixteenth
segsion, Britain and Belgium voted for the resolution while
Spain and Portugal wers sbsent whem the vote was taken, . No
change in these attitudes 1s likely this yeer, exospt taat there
will probnbly be even’ leds anthusiasm fo:- a de‘oate on mbot
th&n ‘there hau baen 1n th.e past.

10, | c‘a.nadian op!.niim was distux-bed by t.ha events in Tibet,
For that reason: tha 6&:1&61&11 Bclngat:lan to the rounsenth
saession worked for and suppox-tnd & rasalution eondemms Chinese
Communist astion in Tibet on the. bsua at & violnt:len of hnman
rights, The Usnadian Delegation thought that the prind:lpal
dangar to be avolded was a situstion in which most.nf Shinats
neigzhbours would oppose any reanlnfion' aid thus in effeot .
eondone China's actions. In ‘order to avoid this, it eona:lderea
that the resolution should be nedcrata, emphasize humm rights

3 u
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aﬁg avoid pol;tieal.Juﬁgnpntg‘gboutfgho intarnétioﬁalzsbatna _
of Tibet,. :81milar.aoﬁnidorationn mbtivqtqd_suhaqquent?ﬁangdgan
votes for aither insoription of the Tibetan question on the
sgenda er resolutions on the question., Although we had some
doiibts about the wisdom of 1n§iuding referendes to -the Tihbtﬁn'l
Ipeopls': right to self-determination in the rasalntion at tha

' sixteenth aosaian, we supported the draft reaelntion wﬁon ETIe
came to a vote bescause we had always agraed on the desirabliity |
. of focusing world op:l.nion in ‘the Uhlted Nations on the Tibetan
problems hecauso we have amphnsizoﬁ the applicability of the
prineiple of sslfndoterminntian to the peeple of Formose and

to others; and boounse the spensors of the dpraft rasoluﬁimn s
(partieularly, that y-ar, Malaya and Treland with whick our
velations at the United Nations hed boen anpoo:lally alese)

were ulnarly eounting on our aupport.

11,  An additional donsideration &b this sessien, in
" gomhection with the debate en Chinese representation which will ©
probably reveal an erosfon of aupport'fer'thu U.s;fbanitzah on
‘Onina, i3 thet 1t would be widésirsble 1¢ e similar erosion of
auppert were ‘to take place en the question of Ttbet, thus giving
an 1mprasaion of growing 1aolation of the U,8.,A. TFor thins #nd
the above reasons, it seems desirable to maintain ‘the Cansdism
attitude outlined in pavegraph 10 above. As regards the
sontents of the resolutiéon, we would hope for a rebolutien

v ¥
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Aid and Development Division
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Commonwealth Division Hemorandum of Mgy 2

Rehabilitation of Tibetan Refugees

GONFIDENTIAL
an 5 » 1%9.

KO - TIBET

e

‘We wouald certainly not wish the forthacming discussions
with the Chinese on the estadlishment of diplomatie relaticns to
stand in the way of car giving assistance for the rehabilitatien
and resettilement of Tibetan refugees. When it comes to publicity,
however, we are strongly in favour of doing good by stealth in
this instance, and endorse the comments in paragraph 18 of New

Delhi's letter 317 of April 15.

2. The Chinass are extremsly sensitive about the policies
of other countriss towards Tibet, and partisularly reseant any
statement or action tending to give lagiiimacy to the status of
the Dalai lema as head of & Tibetan governmenie-in-exile., We
therefore hope that while our disonssions with the Chinese are
going on, publicity c¢an be kept to a minimoxm for any Capadian aid
to tho Tibetans. We would also appreciate the spportunity te
comment upon any publiciiy that may be given to sach a graat

belore it 1s released.

3. M. HARRINGTON

Far Eastern Bivision.




MANISFESTO

Because very iittle is known about Tibet many people think
that it has always been under the domination of China, They
are surprised to learn for instance, that the Tibetans have had
their own passports, currency etc. and have had direct trade
relations with other countries.

If we begin as early as the gear 635 A.,D., with Tibet's
most famous king Songtsen Gompo, we find ample evidence in
Tibetan history that it has always been an independent
country and never under the dictatorship of China. True,this
king had a Chinese and a Nepalese wives, but he obtained them
by ferce, sending soldiers for that express purpose. At that
time the borders of Tibet stretched as far as Lanchow in the
east to Nepal in the west and included the whole of Sinkiang
province in the north. In 712 A.D., we find that King
May-Aktsom also procured a Chinese bride, she being of fered
in order t« bribe the Tibetans into peaceful relations on
the Chinese border,

During the reign of Tihtsong Detsen (about 741 A.D.)
pundits came from India to teach Buddhism. At this time rela-
tions were not good between China and Tibet and the former
used to pay a yearly tribute of 50,000 pleces of Chinese
brocade to Tibet. In 755 A.D. The Chinese stopped this
tribute, so the Tibetans attacked China and extended their
boundary to Shensi province. The then ruling emperor of
t China fled the country and the Tibetans enthroned an
- Emperor of their choise.

The year 877 A.D. saw a religious revival and a treaty
with China. This treaty councerned the boundary then fixed
at Chorten Karpo. (The actual Wnite Chorten giving the
place its name is still standing today). The &etails of the
treaty were engraved on three separate pillars, cone of
which is today in Lhasa, another at Sien (Shensi province)
and the third at Chorten Karpo i1tself. The treaty is written
in both Chinese and Tibetan.

In 1244 A.D, the first Lama King of the famous Sakya Lama
line began t~ rule., One of these kings was invited to China
by the Emperor, a descendent of the Great Mongolian congueror
Genghis Khan. There he was treated as an independent Kings; he
had a strong religious affinity with the Mongols. The fact
that the great Chinese Emperor himself escorted Tibet's King
a distance of four month's journey on his return to Tibet,
proves that great respect was paid to him.

The friendship.of the Third Dalai Lama (in 1572 A.D.) with
Altan, king of Mongolia, gained considerable significance when
Altan's grandson became the Emperor of China(the first cf the
Manchurian line) and invited the fifth Dalai Lama t« China,

On this occasion it 1s recorded (both by Tibetans and
foreigners) that the Chinese ruler escorted the Tibetan King
many day's Journey on his entry into China. Thls, together
with the fact that the Chinese and Tibetan rulers often con-
ferred honours upon each other, shown the equality of the
relationship of the two rulers.
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This visit by the Dalai Lama was also used by the Chinese
to their own advantage, since they feared the Mongolians
occaslonal revolts against them who in turn recognised the
authority of the Dalai Lama. Any friendship which ever
existed between China and Tibet was based upon religion
and both the Mongols and Chinese recognised the Dalal Lama
as their spirituesl Guide.

The scene began to change in 1208 during the reign of the
Thirteenth Dalai Lama, when the Chinese, under the leadership
of Chao-Erh~Feng (known as "the butcher®) attacked Tibet.
Many monasteries were destroyed and hundreds of peCple massacred,
After the rald the remnants of the forces were sent back to
China via India., Since that time (1912) up to 1950 no
Chinese have been allowed into Tibet witnout express permi-
ssion.

Tivet, independent and peace~loving, has a theocratic form
of Government with His Holiness the Dalai Lama as its gole
Ruler., Its language, culture, traditions are completely
different from those of China, Yet, in the year 1949, when
the Communists subdued the whole China, they declared th¥
the whole world thrcugh the rzsdioc that China wanted to
"liberate"” Tibet.

The Chinese suddenly attacked the eastern regions of our
country from eight different directions. Being a non-violent
and peace-loving country, Tibet had no stock of arms and
ammunitions, and thelegal Government of the country
approached the United Nation's General Assembly for justice
and to check the further advance of the Chinese invasion.
Recelving no reply from that Assembly, we approached the
Security Council at its gession at Lake Success. To our
greatest disappointment both of vur appeals were ignored
and remaln unanswered to this day. It was under these cir-
cumstances that the Chinese forced our Governor at Chamdo
to submit to their dictates and o make the Covernment of
Lhasa surrender. To the Governor was dictated the so-called
"17 point agreement"., which he had to translate into Tibetan.
Then he was forced to sign it on brhalf of the Government
of Tibet by the threat of further itroops being sent into
Tibet if this was not done, N document is legal without the
official seal of the Cabinet duly sanctioned by the Dalai Lama,
but the Chinese made a seal of their cwn for the purpose
(and thls seal is still in thoir possessgion)s; therefore the
agreement was never properlily signed. :

Since that time the Tibetans have suffered untold agonies.
The Chinese Comzunists have gradually deprived us of all our
political rights. Our G:overnment, right from the top to the
provincial and district cffices, has been made powerless and
today we are governed completely by the Chinese. Soon after
their cecupatlion in 1951 the Chinese organised the Regional
Military Commanders and abolished our National Army, and
the Commanders and Vice~Cuomanders of our own forces were
enlisted with the Comminists forces to bring them into
line with the forces of cccupation. During 1953=54 the
Chinese tried to establlsh thelr Military and Political
Committez to abolish the Tibetan Government. But the
bitter wpposition of the people prevented this, By the end
of 1954 the Chinese managed to take the Dalai Lama to China
and there he was forced to agree and confirm the autonomous
status of Tibet submitting to establlish the Reglonal '
Autonomous Government of Tibet, In 1955 the Dalal Lama
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returned to Tibet. In 1956 the Chinese, in order to con-
solidate their hold on Tibet, formed the preparatory
comnittee of the Regional Autonomous Government of Tibet,
This Committee is dirsctly governed by the Peking Govern-
ment. All its members both Chinese and Tibetans must be
approved by the Peking authorities ang all its decisions
must first be confirmed by them. They have installed their
own agents in that Committee with fifty-fifty representation
of Chinese and Tibetans, and have used those Tlbetan puppets
to influence the decisions of the Committee. Thus politically
the Tibetans have heen made completely subservient to the
Chinese over-lords. '

Economically Tibet used to be self-sufficient for 1its
food supply. But today millions of Chinese are living on
our peocple and our food situation 1s desparate. The people
in the East and N. East are facing a famine. The Chinese,
besides ‘laying hands on our current ¢rops, have forced our
people tc open our centuries-old granaries. They have also
taken away our reserves of gold and silver bullion. In the
southern and central regions they have destroyed thousands
of acres of agricultural lands by giving priority to
"national highways"” and to the building of barracks and
argenals. In the Zast and N. East regions the Chinese have
introduced the Communist method of land-reforms, In these
areas ha¥f the population are peasants and the other half -
nemads. To effect their land reforms the Chinese have im--
perted masses of their settlers and distributed the agricul~
tural land of the Tibetans among them, They have in this way:
introduced the collectivisation of farms. In this process the
Chinese have made the despolled Tibetan farmers work twelve
hours a day, with daily ration, insufficient for a single
meal. In the distribution of property they have not even
spared the Tibetans' personal requisites of every-day life
such as rugs, r>oms in the houses and articles of clothings,
Our Tibetans are expected to treat these Chinese settlers
as their aunts and uncles, and share all their property
equally with the immigrants. The nomads too are vietims
of these so-called reforms. Their flocks of sheep and
cattle, their wool and dairy produets are all being . con-
flscated by the alien Government.

In the name of education-they have opened schools of
various denominations, organised training centres such as -
“Youth's League", "Women's Assoceiation”, "Workers' Party';
and they are trying their utmost to enlist as many as
possible of our young men and children. In this way they
have made thousands of homes unhappy by sending their
children to China for the so-called advancement of their
education. None of these children are being trained er.-
educated for any constructive purposes. There are no
Tibetan englneers, electricians, chemists or doctors.
They train our youths to distruet each other. They are
trying to indoctrinate the young Tibetans minds and to
strengthening the forces of communism in our land, 4s a
result they have divided famillles: son against father,
wife against husband, and thus alienating Tibetans from
thelr own culture, tradition and home-land.
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In the matter of religion they have their own schemes to
subvert the very bases of Buddha'ls Teachings. Our religion
teaches love for all and malice for none, The Communists in

this endeavour they made Geyshey Sherab Gyatso, one of the
well-known monk scholars, Prppagate their own doctrine by
writing pamphlets and translating their various books and
articles, They have also used the Panchen Lama as a puppet

to advance their political purposes in Tibet. Pamphlets and
articles of propaganda have been spread all over Tibet since

Chinese have actually made our head-lamas study Marxist Dia-
lectics, Ordinary monks they try to overcome by such material
arguments as this: The Monks are made to remain in their cells
and try to procure food by prayer alone. If the food 1s not
miraculously produced, this is supposed to prove that God does
not exist., Meantime the Communists prevent the monks from

the human mind from hard work. ThOy have used hundreds of these
monks as labourers in the building of roads amd barracks, They
have stopped the monasteries from sharing the usual food reserves
and thousands of monks starved te death for this reason, Trhey
have forced many of our monks to marry and move to China to

earn a living., They have iaid hands on the capital of these
monasteries and even Ssubjected to tax the very 1dols and
statues, Such has been the battle of Marxist Ideology against

Outwardly they are telling people that they have come to
Iibet to protect and help the Tibetans and to buiid roads,
hospitals and air-fields, As a matter of fact the roads are
being built to connect Tibet with the Chinese mainland 1in
order to transport millions of their armed forces to the far-
flung areas of Tibet. In making these thousands of miles of
roads they have used Tibetans as forced labourers and thousands
of them have died for want of food and proper care. Their hes-
pitals are not meant for these poor victims but are mainly ta
use for their armed forces. The Tibetans even in the towns are
not allewed to use these army hospitals. The big air-fields
that they have built are mainly for the purpose of bringing
in fuel, arms and ammunitions. Tibetans are not even allowed
to pass near those air-fields, guamrded so heavily by our

pressor, All these constructions are mainly for the purpose
{ consolidating their hold an Tibet and to suppress and
preserve the conguered land and People of Tibet,

To us Tibetans the phrase "the liberation of Tibet", in
its moral and spiritual implications, 1s based as a deadly
moekery, The country of a free people was invaded and occupied
under the pretext of liberation... liberation from whom and
what ? Our was a happy country with solvent Government and
2 contented people till the Chinese invesion in 1950.
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In view of all these facts the Tibetans approached the
Chinese to coneiliate, But all our efforts went in vain.
Instead we are subjected to untold eruelty: The people of
castern Tibet revolted against the Chines¢ in Feby 1986,

- These spontaneous uprisings brought about further geprqadiqﬁ
by the conquerors. They have desecrated religious buildings
and destroyed monasterles, razéd villiges te the groéund’ and
killed thousands of our ‘pesple. They have also uged poison
gas. Bombs have been thréwn on {finocent children and Womens
More than fifteen thousand people have been injured i# these
‘battles. Life’in all parts of Tibet has become unbearables
S0 mueh so that more than thirty thousand people in centy¥sl
Tibet round about Lhasa the capital left their hearth an
home to the far-off valleys and gorges, It is feared that
trouble may also flare up in these areg$. Many places in
Kham and Amdo are still scenes of unheavel and turmeil.

Cur patriots are fighting hard in those arecas some of the
Amdos who fled to the mountains are still not giving up
their fight for freedom, suffering at least a hundred
casualties a day.
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